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LORD’S SUPPER SERVICE! SUNDAY, 12/25/22
[GROW  IN  GRACE  Newsletters:  on  12/20/22  &  12/27/22—  ONLY  EMAIL
Newsletters  will  be  sent!  NEXT  ‘HARD-COPY’  Newsletter  is  scheduled  for
1/3/2023]
PLEASE USE the Grow in Grace Newsletter for your own spiritual growth; and AS A RESOURCE to help
equip you to MINISTER to others! Volume 47, No. 50, December 20, 2022 / Southside Baptist Church /

P.O. Box 1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 452-
5951 / The Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible Study, plus
local church news notes— designed first and foremost for members and
those attending services at Southside Church; and is sent forth with the
desire to aid one and all, (including friends far and wide), in the experience
of 2 Peter 3:18. “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
LORD JESUS CHRIST

THE VIRGIN BIRTH… VIRGIN CONCEPTION
OF JESUS!
URGENT: This is an invitation to set aside some

QUIET TIME to give serious consideration to A MOST ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINE of the Christian faith—   the Virgin Conception/ Virgin  
Birth of JESUS  ; and then to worship the True and Living God in a  
spirit of awe and wonder and with profound gratitude!

ANDY  STANLEY,  a  pastor  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  as  stated:  “If
somebody can predict their own death and resurrection, I’m not all
that concerned about how they got into the world;  Christianity
doesn’t hinge on the truth or even the stories around the
birth of Jesus. It  hinges on the resurrection of Jesus.” [That is
heresy!]  SADLY, according to a 1998 poll of 7,441 USA PASTORS,
the following said they didn’t believe in the virgin birth: (And the
stats are not any better in 2022!)

 American Lutherans, 19 percent
 American Baptists, 34 percent
 Episcopalians, 44 percent
 Presbyterians, 49 percent
 Methodists, 60 percent



2

Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  years  ago,  was  the  pastor  of
Riverside Church in New York City. 
HE  SAID:  “Of  course  I  do  not  believe  in  the  virgin
birth… I  do  not  know any  intelligent  minister  who
does.”

From the 1910-1911 booklets, The Fundamentals, came “The Five 
Fundamentals,” a list of five doctrines useful for diagnosing 
what someone means when they say they’re a Christian: 
[1] God’s inspiration of the Bible and its resulting infallibility. 
[2] Jesus’ virgin birth. 
[3] Jesus’ death as a substitute punishment for our sins 
(substitutionary atonement). 
[4] Jesus’ bodily resurrection. 
[5] The historical reality of Jesus’ miracles.

Part 1: THE VIRGIN CONCEPTION OF JESUS! 

When we speak of "the virgin birth," we simply mean that Jesus 
Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of Mary, a virgin, 
without the agency of a human father. And while we speak of 
Jesus as "virgin born," the actual unique miracle was not in His 
birth, but in the conception.

• The angel said to Joseph, "that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Spirit." The teaching of the virgin birth has been attacked 
from many quarters. It has been labeled a scientific impossibility, 
derided as a vestige of pagan mythology, and rejected as a 
teaching because some say it is not taught uniformly in the New 
Testament. Some argue, as noted earlier, that it doesn't matter 
whether we believe the doctrine or not.
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• Frankly, the virgin birth is rejected by those who refuse
to accept the Word of God! If we are willing to accept the Bible
as the Word of God (which it claims to be and which it is!), there
should be no doubt whatever as to the reality of the virgin birth. It
is  not  only  substantiated in  the Old  and New Testaments,  it  is
absolutely essential to man's redemption.

Part 2: BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR THE VIRGIN BIRTH

Genesis 3:15 says: "And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman and between thy seed and her seed ... It shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." This is God speaking to the
serpent after he had beguiled Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit.
Interestingly, from one perspective, it was through the woman that
sin entered the race. However, by the seed of the woman also,
salvation would come. (But as we know, In Adam, we all sin!)

Isaiah 7:14, the Prophet says: "Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and  shall  call  his  name Immanuel."  This  prophecy  was  written
centuries before Christ was born in Bethlehem of the virgin Mary. 

The Hebrew word for "virgin" [almah] according to the Hebrew
scholar  Gesenius,  means  “girl,  maiden,  young  woman  of
marriageable  age.”  The  word  is  used  seven  times  in  the  Old
Testament. It is not the strongest Hebrew word for virgin. It is not
only translated as “virgin” but also in a couple of places as “maid”
or “damsels.”
HOWEVER,  WHEN  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  moves  the  pen  of
Matthew, as  he quotes from Isaiah 7:14 in Matthew 1:20,  the
Holy Spirit dictates that ALMAH be translated into the Greek word,
PARTHENOS,  a  word  meaning  “absolute,  unspotted  virginity!”
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Thus proving that VIRGIN is also the correct word for Isaiah 7:14,
instead  of  “young  woman”  as  the  Revised  Standard
Version has it!

NOTE: Galatians 4:4-5: It is argued that since Paul never refers
to  the  virgin  birth,  he  therefore  did  not  know of  it  or  did  not
believe it.  How can anyone read Galatians 4:4 and receive any
other impression than that the birth of Christ was unique, even
miraculous?  In this  verse,  Paul  states,  "When the fullness of
the time was come,  God sent  forth  his  Son,  made of  a
woman, made under the law." God sent forth His Son, made of
a woman - no mention is made of Joseph. Paul's description takes
us back to Genesis 3:15 which speaks of the seed of the woman!

Matthew 1:18: "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise." In
other  words,  "This  is  exactly  how  it  happened."  "When  as  his
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together,
she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.”
•  Matthew  states  that  Mary's  pregnancy  was  a  condition  that
existed prior to her coming together with Joseph in the husband-
wife relationship. The conception of Jesus in the womb of the virgin
Mary  differs  from  all  other  conceptions  of  children  by  their
mothers.  There was no human father.  The place of  the human
father was taken by God himself.  God did not appear in human
form  to  beget  the  child,  but  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  in  some
extraordinary  way,  not  revealed  to  us,  the  virgin  Mary  was
impregnated with the holy seed.
Matthew continues: 

"And she shall  bring  forth  a  son,  and thou shalt  call  his  name
Jesus; for he shall  save his people from their  sins."  And all  this
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happened "that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord
by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and
shall  bring forth a son, and they shall  call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, 
God with us..”

"GOD WITH US." Jesus  accepted  the  worship  of  His  disciples
without rebuking them. Had He been less than God, it would have
been a violation of the very first Commandment to have permitted
His disciples to engage in such acts of devotion. 

If Jesus was not virgin born, it was impossible for Him to have
been  God  and  to  have  existed  before  His  birth  in  Bethlehem.
Micah 5:2: We are informed that while the Messiah was to be born
in  Bethlehem,  his  goings  forth  were  from  old,  even  from
everlasting. That is, He had an existence prior to Bethlehem.

John 1:1: reveals a similar truth: "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."

Who is the "Word" spoken of here! Verse 14 gives the answer:
"And the Word was made flesh,  and dwelt  among us,  (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father),
full of grace and truth." 

The Word, the Logos, was none other than Jesus Christ. He
was  in  the  beginning  with  God.  He  collaborated  with  God  the
Father and God the Spirit in the creative acts recorded in Genesis
1. 

He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
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Part 3: WHY THE VIRGIN BIRTH IS ESSENTIAL. 
*** IF there is no virgin birth, we have no reliable Bible. It boils
down to a question of the authority of the Bible. 
*** IF we don't accept the Bible in one place,  then we must
reject it in another. 
*** IF the Bible is not faithful in relating to you the facts of the
birth of Christ, it is not faithful in relating other events associated
with the ministry of Christ and the apostles. 
*** IF the virgin birth is to be regarded as a myth, similar to
Greek  and  Roman  mythologies,  who  is  to  say  whether  the
resurrection  and  the  second  coming  of  Christ  are  in  the  same
category! The witness of the New Testament stands or falls
as a whole. Either you accept all of it or you reject all of it, one of
the two. 
*** IF you deny the virgin birth of  Christ,  you must  deny the
other  miracles  that  are recorded in  the Word of  God.  One has
wisely said, "If you believe what you like in the Gospel, and
reject what you like— it is not the Gospel you believe, but
yourselves!"

*** IF THERE IS NO VIRGIN BIRTH WE HAVE NO SON OF GOD. IF
WE HAVE NO SON OF GOD, WE HAVE NO SAVIOR!
*** IF Jesus had a human father, He could not have been the
Savior of the world. He would have inherited a sin nature from His
father. (For it is IN ADAM that we all sin; but gloriously, JESUS was
not born ‘in Adam’…but BY the agency of the Holy Spirit!)
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*** IF Jesus had an ordinary birth, He had an ordinary death.
His  death  upon  the  Cross  would  have  been  nothing  but  a
shameless act of a man who was deluded by His own opinions of
himself! 
Jesus is either Christ, the Son of God, virgin born of Mary
in Bethlehem, or else He is a fraud whose claims are full of
sound and fury, signifying nothing!

Part  4:  THE  VIRGIN  BIRTH  OF  JESUS  TAKES  THE
CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST OUT OF THE CATEGORY OF MERE
HUMAN  SACRIFICE  and  PUTS  IT  IN  THE  CATEGORY  OF
GOD’S JUSTICE AND MERCY!

In His  death,  Christ  was carrying out the purpose for  which He
entered the world, that justice might be executed through Him. He
was God, 
voluntarily paying the penalty He had imposed upon sinful man.
THE HOLY SPIRIT moved the Apostle Paul to explain that
God has set forth Christ to be a propitiation "that he might be just,
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Romans 3:25-
26).

Such a death could be considered just only if it were inflicted upon
the one prepared for that purpose. And that is exactly what Jesus
claimed to be. Hebrews 10:5 says, "Wherefore when he cometh
into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me.” 
The virgin birth is the means by which the Son of God could enter
the  stream  of  human  life  to  effect  the  justice  required  by  a
righteous, merciful God. 

While  wars,  social  problems,  and  political  ideologies
continue to usurp the attention of humanity— THE crucial
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issue is whether or not I / YOU can stand before the Creator free
and clean of sin— that is, whether or not we are justified in the
eyes  of  God!  Justification rests upon the  sole  act  of  God in
providing a sin offering through the blood of Jesus (Romans 5:9).
To provide such a sacrifice,  it  was necessary that  the innocent
victim, the Lamb of  God, enter into the world from outside the
realm of man. Thus, Jesus Christ was conceived of the Holy Spirit
and born without the intervention of a human father. 

WHAT A CAUSE FOR REJOICING! 

God, in the person of Christ, has come into our world, taken our
flesh, and died in our place. "God was in Christ,  reconciling the
world unto himself" (2 Corinthians 5:19). 
(This Article was developed from writings by Abram Long, John Rawlings, and others)
Grace and Peace in Christ!   James Bell  

 www.southsidegallatin.org

SUNDAY DECEMBER 25… 10:45 WORSHIP SERVICE, 
CONCLUDING WITH the LORD’S SUPPER. 
(NO Sunday School or evening service!)

JANUARY 2023— In January of 2023 … Sunday Evening Events are 
ONE WEEK LATER than normal… please note!

[1] January 1, Sunday School and Worship Service, only.  

[2] January 8, Sunday School and Worship Service, and   FELLOWSHIP   
MEAL; 

[3] January 15, Sunday School and Worship Service; and FAITHFUL MEN, 
5PM; 

[4] January 22, Sunday School and Worship Service, and LORD’S 
SUPPER; and HOME GROUPS! 
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[5] January 29, Sunday School and Worship Service; and at 5pm 
(Adam, Bradley, and others give specific preparation for this Service.... 
and, this month, Jim Barnhouse is scheduled to preach.) 
EVERY SATURDAY  [INCLUDING DECEMBER 24]  ***  8:00 AM,
— Men’s Bible Study! (Doors open by 7:30am… coffee, juice, donuts, and
Sausage Biscuits are available!) 

*** TBA: NEXT Ladies Bible Study, January 2023
TUESDAYS: WEEKLY  Youth  Group  Meeting,  ages  12  and  up  …
Tuesdays a 7:15pm… at Jaden and Rhi’s home…(CHECK with Jaden
& Rhi)

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS— DECEMBER 21 & 28       
** AT HOME Adult Prayer Service ONLY for 21  st   & 28  th  

**  Young  FAMILIES…  AS  TO  THIS  WEDNESDAY  12/21  —
YOUNG FAMILIES  WILL  GATHER  and  GO  CAROLING…  check  with
Adam or Jaden for details!  
***************************************************************

LOVE OFFERINGS UNTO THE LORD BY MAIL or by ONLINE GIVING:
SUCH funds, (if checks), make out to Southside Baptist) — MAIL TO:
Southside Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1594, Gallatin, TN 37066/ OR…
TO  GIVE via  ONLINE  GIVING:
https://southsidebaptist.breezechms.com/give/online
******************************************************

HEALTH REMINDERS as to CHURCH SERVICES AND as to Responding
with WISDOM and NOT fear IN SEEKING TO KEEP AS HEALTHY AS
WE CAN— SO AS TO BE ACTIVE IN THE KINGDOM BUSINESS OF THE
LORD!

1. IF YOU ARE SICK… [OR if you are in a state of high immune deficiency
or if (at home or work) you are caring for one who is sick; or if you have •
Fever; • Coughing; • • Chills; • Headache; • Sore throat; etc.], Please stay
home!]
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2. IF YOU ARE  HEALTHY and well… WE CONTINUE to  encourage
FREEDOM as to ‘social distancing’… masks … vaccine choices, etc.
— PLEASE HONOR THE LORD, by continuing to give sensitivity and respect
one to another. 

3.   In addition to carefulness, good hydration, good nutrition, and
sleep— ALSO:  SEEK TO BUILD UP A STRONG IMMUNE SYSTEM! I 
PERSONALLY  TAKE  ELDERBERRY,  VITAMIN  C,  ZINC,  GINGER,  VITAMIN  D,
Quercetin,  and  a  good  multi-vitamin  that  includes  fiber… And  I  have  a
PRESCRIPTION of Ivermectin … TO TAKE, if needed.

DO YOUR OWN RESEARCH!  BE PROACTIVE!  BE PREVENTIVE!

The PDF booklet: A Guide to Home-Based COVID Treatment can be 
downloaded ... focus is on PREVENTION and early treatment

 COVID Treatment - Truth for Health 
Foundationhttps://www.truthforhealth.org/patientguide/patient-treatment- guide/
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