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SATURDAY MEN: We take a break from JEREMIAH STUDIES, until January 2023).
DECEMBER STUDIES:   BIBLICAL REVELATION ABOUT THE BIRTH OF CHRIST!  

PLEASE USE the Grow in Grace Newsletter for your own spiritual growth; and AS A RESOURCE to help 
equip you to MINISTER to others! Volume 47, No. 47, November 29, 2022 / Southside Baptist Church / 

P.O. Box 1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 452-
5951 / The Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible Study, plus 
local church news notes— designed first and foremost for members and 
those attending services at Southside Church; and is sent forth with the 
desire to aid one and all, (including friends far and wide), in the experience 
of 2 Peter 3:18. “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST!”

CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY  and  MISSIONS  in  a
‘MAMMON’ WORLD!

HERE IS ONE OF THE HARDEST QUESTIONS an
American Christian can ask:  “AM I,  being FAITHFUL to God with
unrighteous  mammon?” WHAT  IS  MY/our  ATTITUDE  TOWARD
MONEY and TEMPORAL STUFF? JESUS STILL SAYS: Luke 16:10, “He that
is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that
is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.” “If therefore ye have
NOT been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, [deceitful riches; or in
‘money matters’] who will commit to your trust the true riches?”  

If we will not be faithful in financial matters, and if we will not submit to God
concerning money issues— how can He trust us with the true riches of His
grace?               WE CANNOT serve God and mammon! (Luke 16:13) Stingy
giving and stingy living is rooted in love for mammon and/or what
mammon buys! 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:24: 

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one and despise and be
against the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon (deceitful  riches,
money, possessions, or whatever is trusted in).”

POSITIVE GIVING EXAMPLES from SOME WHO GOT IT RIGHT! 

1. In 1935 R. G. LeTourneau irrevocably assigned over 90 percent of
the company's profits to the LeTourneau Foundation. The foundation
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gave millions to other organizations engaged in Christian work. Countless
Christian schools and organizations in America have been the recipients
of his gift of giving. Scarcely a mission field exists in all five continents
where some devoted worker has not been aided through money from this
foundation… millions of dollars have been given to further the Lord's work.

LeTourneau  said: “MY PHILOSOPHY has  been— we should  serve
God because we love HIM, not because we are making a bargain
with Him.  Many marriages go on the rocks because it was a bargain rather
than love. You do something for me and I’ll do something for you. In the
same way people say, IF I DO THIS FOR GOD will He also do something for
me? That’s not love, it’s a bargain.” “I often say, if you love the LORD
you will serve Him; and if you are not serving Him it proves you
don’t love Him; and if you don’t love Him it proves you don’t know
him. MY MOTTO has been— not how much of my money do I give
unto  the  LORD;  but  how  much  of  God’s  money  do  I  Keep  for
myself?”

LeTourneau said: “If you get a vision of what our salvation cost,
see Christ on the cross, the cruel nails in his hands and feet, the
mocking crowd and the weight of our sin… paying the penalty for
you and for me — it will put your service and giving on a different plane.
He gave himself willingly to give us salvation from sin. If this grips us, we
can’t  help  but  love  Him.  We  will  say  with  the  song  writer—  Love  so
amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Only the grace of God can save us from a superficial declaration of love for
God. True love based on an understanding of God’s grace and deep
gratitude for the gift of salvation through our LORD Jesus Christ—
these will settle the problem of “what should I give God” because
my thinking will be turned around to consider that all I am and have belong
to Him and I am a steward for Him while serving Him in this life. It’s easy to
sing, “Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold. Take my
moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.” 

Only God’s grace in a life can make it come true!
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Man,  selfishly  inclined,  can’t  do  it  in  his  own  power— IT  TAKES  GOD’S
POWER!  [PAGE  2  is  from  R.  G.  LeTourneau’s  autobiography,  Mover  of  Men  and  Mountains]
OBJECTION:  I CANNOT RELATE to LeTourneau— He was rich! I am
poor! 

2.  AN  EXAMPLE  FROM THE  POOR:  “Now  I  want  you  to  know,  dear
brothers  and  sisters,  what  God  in  his  kindness  has  done  through  the
churches in Macedonia. They are being tested by many troubles,
and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which
has overflowed in rich generosity. For I can testify that they gave not only
what they could afford, but far more… They begged us again and again
for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem.  They
even did more than we had hoped,  for their first action was to give
themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do.” (NLT-
2 Cor. 8:1-5)

3. ANOTHER GIVING EXAMPLE FROM THE POOR: "When I am a man, I
mean to be a missionary and go to China," said a little boy many, many
years ago! And that is exactly what came to pass.  This little boy was
James Hudson Taylor,  who was born in Barnsley, England, May 1, 1832.
One day, as a teenager, when he had nothing in particular to do, his eyes
fell on a tract. "There will be a story at the beginning and a sermon or
moral at the close," he said to himself; "I will take the former and leave the
latter for those who like it." But as he read, conviction seized him and
he gave himself to God. There was peace and joy in Hudson's heart, and
in his gratitude he offered himself to God, to work wherever He might call
him. The call seemed as clear as if God had spoken in an audible voice, and
the young man did not hesitate. 

He told his Sunday-school teacher of his call, and was encouraged and given
a copy of the gospel of Luke in a Chinese dialect. *** He tried to prepare
himself  in  every  possible  way  for  the  life  of  a  missionary.  ***  Young
Hudson gave up his feather bed and other things he had enjoyed,
so that he would be used to a rugged life. Plenty of outdoor exercise
made  him  stronger  in  body  and  Christian  work  strengthened  his  soul.
***HUDSON felt that IF he wanted to win souls in China HE MUST
BEGIN AT HOME, so he distributed tracts, taught a Sunday-school
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class, called on the sick and the poor, and did everything he could
find to do for GOD.

Hudson Taylor's next abode — and the one where he felt that he could
get real training for China — was in a very undesirable portion of the city of
Hull.  Two rows of poor little cottages faced each other, and between
them was a ditch where rubbish was thrown. The neighborhood was called
"Drainside." When the tide rose high enough the rubbish was carried away.
Unattractive as this was, Hudson Taylor selected one of these cottages as
his dwelling-place. A room less than twelve feet square was his, while
his landlady, Mrs. Finch, with her children, occupied the upstairs
room and the kitchen. Mr. Finch was away at sea most of the time, and
his wife was glad of the three shillings a week paid her by Hudson Taylor. 

Hudson  boarded  himself  and  lived  mostly  on  oatmeal,  rice,  and
brown bread,  finding it a pleasure to deny himself in order
that he might have money with which to help others. 

At  the  close  of  his  day's  work  he  would  take  his  lonely  walk  to  his
comfortless room, and on Sundays he visited the sick and helped the poor.
It was not the kind of life one would be apt to choose, but God's blessing
was upon him, and that is more than all the world has to offer. In 1851 he
moved to Hull and began to work in a surgery. It was here that he
enjoyed beautiful fellowship with the Plymouth Brethren. 

**** With a desire to tithe every penny (give one tenth of all income
to God), Hudson rented a simple room in a cottage. Before long he
was  giving  two-thirds  of  his  income  to  God’s  work. He  lived  a
simple disciplined life of  sacrifice in preparation for China. If  he
could not trust in God and believe His promises in England then he
would never manage in China. His heart burned for China. [This portion
of the newsletter was edited from Hudson Taylor, by Florence Huntington Jensen] 

4.  THE SUPREME EXAMPLE OF GIVING IS FROM—  THE RICHEST…
who became the POOREST! Yes, the Birth of Jesus Christ marked
the beginning of the grandest, most costly missionary journey of all
time— truly, the richest became the poorest! 
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REALITY:  All  local  church  missions/evangelism  and  all  missions  and
evangelism  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  FLOW  OUT  FROM  the  original
MISSIONARY, JESUS, who GAVE ALL for undeserving sinners!

BUT  WHAT  DOES  ALL  THIS  HAVE  TO  DO  WITH CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY and MISSIONS in a ‘MAMMON’ WORLD!? 

WELL, JUST THIS: When I study all the Biblical revelation about the birth
of Christ;  AND I study all  of the Biblical  revelation about those who first
responded to  the birth  of  Christ;  AND I  read in  the Epistles  of  the New
Testament all  of the references to the grand news of the first coming of
Jesus Christ— WHAT I FIND AND DON’T FIND IN THE NEW TESTAMENT IS
STUNNING TO MY ‘CULTURE INDOCTRINATED’ MIND, EMOTIONS, and HEART!
WHY? BECAUSE the CULTURE IN WHICH I  LIVE (BOTH ‘PROFESSING
CHRISTIAN’ AND OPENLY SECULAR), DESIRES (Often DEMANDS!) that I
blindly accept what culture says. It matters not at all what the Bible says OR
models! 

CULTURE promotes a  ‘MAMMON’  WORLD which  ESPECIALLY  goes
into ‘HIGH GEAR’ every Christmas season!  YOU MAY SPEND more or
less... but the average is this: "Christmas is a major expenditure for many
Americans. According to the latest data from the National Retail Federation
(NRF),  American  consumers  spend  an  average  of $997.73 on  gifts  and
holiday  items  each  Christmas." https://explodingtopics.com/blog/christmas-spending-
stats

AT THE SAME TIME, LifeWay Research concluded that MANY "Americans
give  Jesus  a  head  nod at  Christmas  but  spend  most  of  the  season
pleasing  their  eyes,  ears,  and  taste  buds  with  decorations,  music,  and
meals!" [YES,  THERE  ARE  MANY  FINE  AND  WONDERFUL  THINGS
PROMOTED EVERY DECMEMBER. Many acts of kindness and compassion
are done by Christians and non-Christians alike.  Many sincere Christians
seek to HONOR CHRIST in many ways! 

BUT FOR THE MULTITUDES, even in the churches— THE SPIRIT OF
‘MAMMON’ overwhelms… again and again! (Just follow the money!)
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FOR Jesus still says:  “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will stand by and be devoted to the one
and despise and be against the other. You cannot serve God and mammon
(deceitful  riches,  money,  possessions,  or  whatever  is  trusted  in).”(Matt.
6:24)

REALITY: THE BIRTH OF JESUS WAS/IS ALL ABOUT THE RICHEST who
became the POOREST! The Birth of Jesus Christ marked the beginning of
the grandest, most costly missionary journey of all time! THUS,  All local
church missions/evangelism and all missions and evangelism to the ends of
the earth FLOW OUT of the original MISSIONARY, [JESUS], who GAVE ALL for
unworthy sinners!  AND AS CHRISTIANS: WE ARE CALLED TO  CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY  and  MISSIONS  in  the  midst  of  a  ‘MAMMON’  WORLD!
BEWARE OF BEING OVERCOME, BULLIED, and blinded by the SPIRIT
OF MAMMON! 

Here is just one example of blindness:  WHAT FOLLOWS is a word for
word  Face  Book  conversation  exactly  as  posted; from  7  different
people. They were all confessing Christians. And I genuinely suspect that
all  of them had a desire to honor Christ—  but 6 out of 7  were torn and
overwhelmed by the PREDOMINATE REAL SPIRIT OF THE SEASON… ONE by
ONE they spoke: 

[1] “152 days until Christmas! Love the holidays... it's the days leading up
to it with madness... and then it's wintertime... sigh”  [2] “I can't even think
about that  right  now.  It  seems that  I  have so many other  things to get
through first.” 
[3] “I  always  wonder  why  all  kids  programs are  scheduled  then??  Why
music recitals etc with everything else we have to do?” [4] “EXACTLY!!” 
[5] “I wish it was just a relaxing time when we could enjoy ourselves with
our families and friends, and not just a time of negative financial impact and
stress!” [6] “So, let's start now... I feel better already! Family, food, fun...
period.”  NOW a ‘seventh person: [7] “Amazing: The New Testament
Christians  did not have, did not celebrate ‘our Christmas’ in any shape,
form, or fashion. THEY DID rejoice in and celebrate the glorious reality that
GOD HAD COME IN THE FLESH! They did not celebrate on a 'day'... but in
their LIFESTYLE ... For example: Paul has been teaching about Elders and
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Deacons  in  1  Timothy  3:1-15...  And  then  he  JUST  EXPLODES  with
spontaneous worship:  "And without controversy GREAT is the mystery of
godliness:  GOD WAS  MANIFEST  in  the  flesh....  etc.!!" OR...  as  in  2
Corinthians 9:1-14 he has been speaking much about generous giving...
but  suddenly,  he  BURSTS  FORTH:  "THANKS  BE  TO  GOD  for  His
UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!" 
THERE  WAS a  THREE-FOLD  RESPONSE  to  the  7th person’s
comments:  [1] “Oh no let’s  not  talk  about  that!!!!” [2] “dislike”
[3]“ugh!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” (Exact Quotes)

YES, Jesus is telling the truth: Matthew 6:24, KJV: “No man can serve
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. WE cannot serve God and
mammon.” 

The Birth of Jesus Christ  marked the beginning of the grandest,
most costly  missionary journey of  all  time! THUS,  All  local  church
missions/evangelism and all missions and evangelism, (to the ends of the
earth!) FLOW OUT FROM the original MISSIONARY, [JESUS], who GAVE ALL so
as to bring salvation to unworthy sinners! 

AND  CHRISTIANS:  WE  ARE  CALLED  TO CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY  and
MISSIONS  in  a  ‘MAMMON’  WORLD! WE  CANNOT  SERVE  TWO
MASTERS— IF WE TRY: 1. We will FAVOR one and resent the other!
2. One will get FIRST PLACE; 3. The other will get excuses and left-
overs! 

R.G.  LeTourneau  is  on  target:  “If  you  get  a  vision  of  what  our
salvation cost, see Christ on the cross… — it will put your service and
giving on a different plane. JESUS gave himself willingly to give us salvation
from sin. If this grips us, we can’t help but love Him. We will say with the
song writer— Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life,
my all!” 

Grace to all in Christ!  James Bell  //  www southsidegallatin.org

SOUTHSIDE NEWS NOTES:   
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SUNDAYS IN     DECEMBER 2022  —  
1 & 2 December 4 & 11— regular schedules *** Sunday School
at  9:30am: Nursery,  Children’s  classes,  Youth,  and  Adult  classes.
*** WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:45am; 

3. December 18— Sunday School; Worship Service, with the 
LORD’S SUPPER; 
3b. DECEMBER 18,   5PM  … Adam, Bradley, Choir, and others will 
lead us in a SPECIAL TIME of SONGS and SCRIPTURES … IN 
GRATITUDE FOR JESUS, THE UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!   [Covered-Dish, 
finger-foods, snacks   FELLOWSHIP afterwards!]

4. DECEMBER 25… 10:45 WORSHIP SERVICE, CONCLUDING WITH 
THE LORD’S SUPPER. (NO Sunday School or evening service!)
***************************************************
JANUARY 2023— In January of 2023 … Sunday Evening Events are 
ONE WEEK LATER than normal… please note!
[1] January 1, Sunday School and Worship Service, only.  
[2] January 8, Sunday School and Worship Service, and   FELLOWSHIP   
MEAL; 
[3] January 15, Sunday School and Worship Service; and FAITHFUL MEN, 
5PM; 
[4] January 22, Sunday School and Worship Service, and LORD’S 
SUPPER; and HOME GROUPS!
[5] January 29, Sunday School and Worship Service; and at 5pm 
(Adam, Bradley, and others give specific preparation for this Service.... and, 
this month, Jim Barnhouse is scheduled to preach.) 
********************************************************************************************************

EVERY SATURDAY *** 8:00 AM, — Men’s Bible Study! (Doors open
by  7:30am…  coffee,  juice,  donuts,  and  Sausage  Biscuits  are  available!)
NOTE: We ‘BREAK’ from Jeremiah, for BIBLICAL REVELATION ABOUT THE BIRTH
OF CHRIST… EVERY SATURDAY IN DECEMBER!

*** TBA: NEXT Ladies Bible Study, January 2023
TUESDAYS: WEEKLY  Youth  Group  Meeting,  ages  12  and  up  …
Tuesdays a 7:15pm… at Jaden and Rhi’s home…
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS: 6:30pm— come in back ‘double doors’ under
the Drive Thru awning! ** Adult Prayer Service ** Young FAMILIES
Prayer  Service  [ADAM  or  Jaden  weekly  communicate  as  to
LOCATION]  

***  LOVE  OFFERINGS  UNTO  THE  LORD  BY  MAIL  or  by  ONLINE
GIVING:  SUCH funds, (if checks), make out to Southside Baptist) —
MAIL TO:  Southside Baptist  Church, P.O. Box 1594,  Gallatin,  TN
37066/ OR… TO GIVE via ONLINE GIVING:
    https://southsidebaptist.breezechms.com/give/online

**********************************************

WE CONTINUE TO PRINT THE FOLLOWING
HEALTH REMINDERS as to CHURCH SERVICES— WHY?

[1] SO as to Respond with WISDOM and NOT fear!
[2] SO AS TO KEEP SEEKING TO BE AS HEALTHY AS WE CAN!

[3] SO THAT BY GOD’S MERCIES AND GRACE, WE CAN CONTINUE TO
BE ACTIVE IN THE KINGDOM BUSINESS OF THE LORD!

1. IF YOU ARE SICK… [OR if you are in a state of high immune deficiency
or if (at home or work) you are caring for one who is sick; or if you have •
Fever; • Coughing; • • Chills; • Headache; • Sore throat; etc.], Please stay
home!]

2. IF YOU ARE  HEALTHY and well… WE CONTINUE to  encourage
FREEDOM as to ‘social distancing’… masks … vaccine choices, etc.
— PLEASE HONOR THE LORD, by continuing to give sensitivity and respect
one to another. 

3.   In addition to carefulness, good hydration, good nutrition, and
sleep— ALSO:  SEEK TO BUILD UP A STRONG IMMUNE SYSTEM! I 
PERSONALLY  TAKE  ELDERBERRY,  VITAMIN  C,  ZINC,  GINGER,  VITAMIN  D,
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Quercetin,  and  a  good  multi-vitamin  that  includes  fiber… And  I  have  a
PRESCRIPTION of Ivermectin … TO TAKE, if needed.

DO YOUR OWN RESEARCH!  BE PROACTIVE!  BE PREVENTIVE!

4. LET each of us DO OUR PART IN personal hygiene.  [IF you use the
restrooms—  please wash your hands  with SOAP; and use nearby
SANITIZER.] 

5. HERE IS AN EDUCATIONAL  resource from The Association of American
Physicians and Surgeons… FROM Doctors who successfully treat patients: 
https://aapsonline.org/CovidPatientTreatmentGuide.pdf

Peter McCullough, MD testifies to Texas Senate HHS Committee. BRIEF. 
EXCELLENT:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAHi3lX3oGM

The PDF booklet: A Guide to Home-Based COVID Treatment can be 
downloaded ... focus is on PREVENTION and early treatment: COVID 
Treatment - Truth for Health 
Foundationhttps://www.truthforhealth.org/patientguide/patient-treatment- guide/
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