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PLEASE USE the Grow in Grace Newsletter for your own spiritual
growth; and AS A RESOURCE to help equip you to MINISTER to
others! Volume 47, No. 24, June 21, 2022 / Southside Baptist Church / P.O.

friends

Box 1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615) 452-5951 / The
Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible Study, plus local church news
notes— designed first and foremost for members and those attending services at
Southside Church; and is sent forth with the desire to aid one and all, (including
far and wide), in the experience of 2 Peter 3:18. ”But grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our LORD JESUS CHRIST!

‘SUBMISSION’ is NOT a Dirty Word! Like

most anything in a fallen world, good things
can be badly used! In the control of evil humans—
submission can quickly become evil and deadly. In this
article, we take a Bible-based look at powerful, GOOD,
‘FROM GOD!’… Godly Submission!

I. SUBMISSION IN THE GODHEAD! It is interesting to note that
in the first five days of creation God simply said, “Let there
be…”, and it was so. However, before the creation of man, God
said, “Let US make man in our image, after our likeness.”
(Genesis 1:26) In Hebrew the word for God in Genesis 1:26 is
Elohim— a uni-plural word revealing that God is ONE and yet
three or triune. In the Godhead [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit]
there was and is perfect agreement, total submission, and full
acceptance— thus, “Let US make man in our image, after our
likeness.” (Genesis 1:26)
THE SUBMISSION OF JESUS the SON: When the Eternal Son
left the glories of heaven, veiled Himself in flesh, and dwelt among
men— He confirmed the divine order of total submission in the
Godhead. In John 5:19 we read, “The Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what He seeth the Father do.” This does not
mean that He has no ability— but in the eternal purpose of God
and in divine order of the Godhead, He would not act or speak
apart from the will of the Father. In John 12:49, Jesus says, “I
have not spoken of Myself; but the Father which sent Me,
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He gave Me a commandment, what I should say and what I
should speak.”
JESUS EMPTIED HIMSELF (Phil. 2:6-8) — When the JESUS, the
Son came to earth, He laid aside His personal divine prerogatives
and placed Himself within the limitations of man. He did not
cease to be God; but He took on Him the form of a servant; in
this lowly state, as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death.
When Jesus was illegally tried and falsely accused before Pilate—
He offered no defense. “When He was reviled, He reviled not
again: when He suffered, He threatened not, but
committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.” (I
Peter 2:23) APPLICATION: Verse 21 says that He left us an
example that we should follow in His steps! The Holy Spirit moved
Paul to say, “For thy sake we are killed all the day long.”
(Romans 8:36) APPLICATION: Are we? Or are we seeking to save
ourselves?
SO OFTEN we Christians fall short because we place
limitations on expressing humility. We will only take wrong for
so long, after which we feel justified to rise up and defend
ourselves or to fight back, etc. DRINK DEEPLY: Not only was
Jesus obedient unto death, but unto the death of the cross.
Whoever was killed in this manner was counted accursed. Jesus
could not have taken a more shameful place than that.
TOTAL DOMINION THROUGH TOTAL SUBMISSION! Because
the Son emptied Himself, and made Himself of no reputation,
became a servant, and humbled Himself even unto the death of
the cross— God has highly exalted him and has given Him a name
above all others, and has given Him dominion over all creation so
that, “Every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that
JESUS is LORD!”
In submission to the Divine plan, when Jesus was arrested, tried,
spit upon, beaten, and hung on the cross— JESUS LOOKED LIKE A
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HELPLESS, PITIFUL, MISGUIDED FOOL— BUT NO MORE AND NOT
EVER AGAIN!
Godly submission will always bring a godly fruit and an
eternal reward!
GOD THE FATHER SUBMITS: “The Father judgeth no man,
but has committed all judgment unto the Son: that all men
should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.”
(John 5:22) The Son and the Father are in total submission, the
one to the other.
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SUBMISSION:
In John 16:13-14, we
see the Holy Spirit in Submission: "Howbeit when He, the
Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall
not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He
speak: and He will show you things to come. He shall glorify Me
[JESUS]: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you."
LET HIM HAVE DOMINION:
Man is not wrong in seeking to gain dominion over the earth. It is
an inherent part of his life. He was so created, Genesis 1:26. His
error lies in his manner of gaining dominion. The common image
that comes to us of man seeking dominion is that of Kings ruling
over nations; the strong suppressing the weak, the clever
outwitting those not quite so alert, the “haves” exploiting the
“have-nots”, etc.
All too often this same type of image takes on but a more
dignified form among the professing redeemed: Men aspire
to places of leadership and bring large organizations and
denominations under their domain. (See Matthew 16:24-25; 23:112) This is not the image of dominion found in the Bible.
II. SUBMISSION IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN
The first family
was placed in a beautiful garden with all manner of fruit to eat. In
the middle of the garden were two trees which represented
two manners of life. There is no virtue in innocence. Adam and
Eve must make a choice to establish their virtue. They were
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thoroughly instructed by God. The tree of life was a
representative of Christ, being totally dependent upon Christ,
living by faith in Him, submitting their wills to Him in all their
deliberations, moving only by the impulse of the Spirit of God. This
way of life held for them unlimited possibilities.
The tree of the knowledge of good and evil represented a life
of total independence, making their own decisions, following their
own desires, going their own way, doing as they pleased. This was
and is the way of satan. Adam and Eve were forbidden to choose
this way. MOREOVER, if they chose the way of rebellion, they
would forfeit all fellowship with the Father and with the Son. They
would die. They did.
THE TRUTHFULNESS OF GOD’S WORD: From the first attack in
the garden until this hour, satan has been busy seeking to
undermine man’s confidence in God’s Word. First, he projected a
doubt, “Yea, has God said?” Second, it was a flat denial, “Ye
shall not surely die.” Third, he deceived them, “Ye shall be
as gods.” (Genesis 3:1-5) SATAN so magnified their immediate
gain that they lost sight of their present ABUNDANT BLESSINGS
and their looming loss— separation from God.
NOTE: What satan promises never lives up to its hype; moreover,
when satan promises he never reveals the PRICE TAG!
MORE REALITY: When sinners by grace receive Christ as
Savior and Lord, the Holy Spirit brings and empowers a
NEW submission: Romans 6:1-23!
BUT LET US ALSO
REMEMBER that prior to sin, ruling by submission was and remains
the divine order revealed in the Godhead. The Son, who knew no
sin, Jesus said, “As the living Father has sent me, and I live
by the Father, so he that eateth Me shall live by Me.” (John
6:37) Jesus modeled the ‘Divine Order’ of submission. GOD'S
SAVING GRACE restores the Divine Order in us!
SUBMISSION, FAITH, and Obedience: Think about it— Faith
is released by submission. IN THOSE redeemed by the amazing
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and sovereign grace of God— experience of God’s promises
requires a measure of obedience. REALITY: Too often we have
gone through the motions of obedience, but did not
submit. HOW SO? Christian obedience is much more than
outward conformity. It is a heart attitude. How many times have
we gone through the motions of obedience, but at the time
murmuring and complaining? This was not submission.
Submission is accepting without reservation and with a
godly attitude… like the Psalmist: “I delight to do thy will, O
my God.” (Ps. 40:8)
III. SUBMISSION IN THE HOME
Concerning the home, the
Holy Spirit moved Paul to write in Ephesians 5:22, “Wives submit
yourselves unto your own husbands as unto Christ.”
Frankly, many wives become very troubled and/or even rebellious
over this Scripture because of the kind of husband they have!
They might say something like, “I don’t mind submitting
unto Christ. . . but that man? NO WAY!” I ask, “Do you
find fault with Christ?” “Why, of course not!” “Do you
always submit to Him?” “Well, n-no!”
So the real root problem is not just the husband, but submission!
When dealing with others, Jesus said, “Inasmuch as you have
done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, you
have done it unto Me.” (Matt. 25:40)
Basically, my problem is not people, places, or pressures;
but my lack of having a right attitude and showing a
proper spirit.
I can only have this as I submit to Jesus Christ afresh and draw
upon Him for grace that is needed in the immediate situation. The
measure of my submission to Christ will be the measure of
my
submission
to
the
people
involved
in
my
circumstances. Does a woman have any recourse who is married
to a brutish, selfish, inconsiderate husband?
Every situation gives rise to two questions,
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1. What does God have in this for me?
2. What does God have in this through me?
IN THE FIRST PLACE, difficult places and people reveal
what sort of spirit rules me, such as, 1. Pride - I became very
angry because my dignity is offended. 2. Self-righteousness - I
know I am right, therefore I do not have to take it. 3. Self-pity - I
feel so sorry for myself because I am so badly abused. 4.
Impatience - When is this ever going to change? 5. Fear - I am
so afraid of what is going to happen. . . to me.
Any of the manifestations mentioned above, and many others,
reveal a very definite need in my own life. God has allowed me
to become entangled with certain people so that these
needs will be exposed in my own heart. In my
unwillingness to face up to myself, I deep digging away at
the faults and failures of others.
HERE IS THE POSITION I REALLY NEED TO TAKE: FIRST, as far as I
am concerned, God is not interested in what is wrong with the
other fellow. He wants to deliver me from all of my own fleshly
attitudes and deeds.
SECOND, if my SPOUSE is really as bad as I think he/she is,
then no doubt I am at my spouse’s side to reveal the true
life of Jesus Christ.
In I Peter 3:1-6, Peter tells the wife to submit (commit
herself without reservation) to her husband for the express
purpose of winning him to Christ. This is to be done not by an
outward display of attractive clothes, but by a revelation of true
Christian character; inward beauty, a meek and a quiet spirit. God
confirms that such effort will bring forth fruit.
I MUST bring my own spirit into subjection to Christ, by
faith, along with all wrong thoughts and imaginations!
THIS PROCESS IS WAR: II Cor. 10:4-6.
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We are forever accusing the other person.
God says my problem is ME! My heart attitude must be
right! He will deal with the other person in his own time
and way! (Romans 12:14-21)
A few years ago a lady came to a pastor to get his sanction for a
divorce from an irresponsible drunkard of a husband who left her
to provide for nearly all of the needs of their family for over twenty
years.
She was full of bitterness from the abuse she had taken.
To her chagrin, she was told that her problem was not her
husband, but herself. After a thorough study of submission she
was willing to continue keeping house for her husband, but of
course she could never love him.
The need of manifesting the love of Christ revealed the true
attitude of her heart. Bitterness, resentment, religious pride, etc.,
were confessed and repented of unto God and in the presence of
the pastor.
She then went and confessed her wrong attitude to her terrible
husband. This really broke the ice in her own heart and it began to
melt his. A few years later he was not only saved, but became the
Superintendent of a Sunday School. Over twenty years of
insubordination brought only heartache and resentment. A
few years of submission brought great joy and happiness.
She learned to rule by submission. “God is in readiness to
avenge all disobedience when our obedience is fulfilled!”
What should a wife do if, after a thorough discussion, her husband
takes a course of action which is not wise and will bring loss?
Submit!!!
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First, the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. A right
attitude on her part is of more importance than material gain.
Second, it is the husband who must answer before God for what
happens in their family affairs. This is an almost forgotten factor in
the average Christian home.
Husband and wife have equal access to God for their
personal lives and relationships. But when it comes to things
of mutual concern, the wife answers to the husband and the
husband answers to Christ, for Christ is the head of man, and the
man is the head of the woman, I Cor. 11:3.
. . . Since the husband is the head of the home, does that
mean he is free to demand and dominate at will? NO!
In Eph. 5:25, the Holy Spirit through Paul says that husbands are
to love their wives even as Christ loved the Church and gave
Himself for it. To love as Christ loves is only possible by the grace
of God.
The husband who gives himself for his wife as Christ did
for the Church will not intentionally nor deliberately do anything
to bring hurt, shame, or disgrace his wife.
THE HUSBAND’S LOVE IS TO BE ONE OF DEEP SUBMISSION,
FOR IT IS THE KIND OF SUBMISSION CHRIST MANIFESTED
IN GOING ALL THE WAY TO THE CROSS— even for the
undeserving, the unlovable and the unresponsive!
The
husband does not rule simply because he is the husband,
but out of submission to Christ. IN SUBMISSION TO CHIRIST
the husband’s focus will always be on sacrificial serving
AND not on ruling or ‘lording over’ as do the heathen!
IV. SUBMISSION IN THE CHURCH In Hebrews 13:17 we read,
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit
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yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that
must give account, that they may do it with joy and not
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” Notice the double
emphasis, obey and submit (commit yourself without reservation
to the wishes of another).
The constant reason given for not submitting is that the leadership
is wrong. No doubt, at times this is true. But it is also obvious that
an honest appraisal will reveal that leaders are not as badly off in
their judgment as often as they are charged to be.
This problem is as old as the Bible! John the Baptist did not
mingle freely with the people and they said he had a devil. Jesus
associated with all and they called Him a gluttonous man and a
wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. (Luke 7:33-34)
There may have been faults in John the Baptist and no doubt are
in leaders today. There were no faults in Jesus. Though faultless,
yet within 3 ½ years after He began His public ministry, they
crucified Him. The problem with Him was certainly not leadership.
It was insubordination, lack of submission, by those who opposed
Him. After telling the Christians at Ephesus how to
maintain spiritual strength, the Holy Spirit has the Apostle
Paul to say, “Submitting yourselves one to another in the
fear of God?” Eph. 5:21 (18-21)
Jesus Christ laid aside His personal divine prerogatives, placed
Himself within the limitations of humanity, and committed Himself
totally to the will of the Father in every situation of His life. He
placed His faith fully in the Father; who brought forth His eternal
purpose, for, in and through the Son, by the Spirit, in every
circumstance. Because of this God has highly exalted Him. Phil.
2:9-11.
Let us, you and me, come out of the prison of our independent
little selves, submitting ourselves fully to the leading of the Holy
Spirit; and come into the greatness of our God. (Article is edited from V.
Smith, Logos Magazine, Australia… in the 1970s. I have no further details— wish I did!)
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Grace to one and all! / James Bell /

www.southsidegallatin.org

SOUTHSIDE NEWS NOTES:
SUNDAY SERVICES: JUNE 26 / 2022
1. *** Sunday School at 9:30am: Nursery, Children’s classes, Youth,
and Adult classes. 2. *** WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:45am!

ADDITIONAL

SERVICE:

FOURTH SUNDAY EVENING
WORSHIP SERVICE at 5PM. (Adam, Bradley, and others give
specific preparation for this Service.... and, this month, Luke
Haskins scheduled to preach.)
EVERY SATURDAY*** 8:00 AM, — Men’s Bible Study! (Doors open
by 7:30am… coffee, juice, donuts, and Sausage Biscuits are available!)

*** NEXT Ladies Bible Study, JULY 5, @ 11:00 AM (Ladies are
taking a ‘break’… as to June! JULY 5 IS THE NEXT!)

TUESDAYS: WEEKLY Youth Group Meeting, ages 12 and up …
Tuesdays a 7:15pm… at Jaden and Rhi’s home…

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS:

6:30pm— come in back ‘double doors’

under the Drive Thru awning! ** Adult Prayer Service ** Young
FAMILIES Prayer Service [ADAM or Jaden weekly communicate as to
LOCATION]
*** LOVE OFFERINGS UNTO THE LORD BY MAIL or by ONLINE
GIVING:
SUCH funds, (if checks), make out to Southside Baptist) — MAIL TO:
Southside Baptist Church, P.O. Box 1594, Gallatin, TN 37066/ OR…
TO
GIVE
via
ONLINE
GIVING:
https://southsidebaptist.breezechms.com/give/online
HEALTH REMINDERS as to CHURCH SERVICES AND as to Responding
with WISDOM and NOT fear IN SEEKING TO KEEP AS HEALTHY AS
WE CAN— SO AS TO BE ACTIVE IN THE KINGDOM BUSINESS OF THE
LORD!
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IF YOU ARE SICK… [OR if you are caring for one who is sick; or if you
have • Fever; • Coughing; • • Chills; • Headache; • Sore throat; etc.],
Please stay home!]

