
The Identity of Jesus: The Son of God and Seed of the Woman 

Luke 3:21-38 

 For our scripture reading I selected Genesis 3:11-20 to remind us of the 

promise God gave in verse 15 of that passage. Genesis 3:15, “And I will put 

enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” This is the first prophecy in 

Scripture about Jesus Christ: the seed of the woman would crush the serpent’s 

head.  

 Now please turn in your Bibles to our text this morning: Luke 3:21-38. A 

major portion of this text is a genealogy which traces the human lineage of Jesus 

all the way back to Adam and Eve. And this text reveals to us the identity of Jesus 

Christ. He was the long-awaited Messiah, the Son of God and the Seed of the 

Woman. 

 When we were last in Luke 3 together, we stopped at verse 20 which tells us 

that John the Baptist was imprisoned by Herod. Beginning in verse 21 Luke goes 

back chronologically to before John was imprisoned and gives us the account of 

the baptism of Jesus. 



I. The Baptism of Jesus (v. 21-22) 

 Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. Look at the first part of verse 21, 

“Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being 

baptized.” Luke is going back in the timeline here. The first part of this chapter has 

focused on the ministry of John the Baptist and that account ends, for now, with 

John’s imprisonment in verse 20. Now the focus shifts from the forerunner to the 

Messiah, from John to Jesus. And so Luke takes us back again to the time of John’s 

public ministry to give us this account of Jesus’ baptism. 

 All four gospels record at least some element of Jesus’ baptism. Matthew’s 

account, found in Matthew 3:13-17, is the most detailed and a very important 

question is answered in that passage. It is a question you may have when you study 

this passage. It was a question that John the Baptist had when Jesus came to him to 

be baptized. And that question is: “Why? Why was Jesus baptized?” 

 Look back to Luke 3:3 and read again about the ministry of John the Baptist: 

“He came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance 

for the remission of sins.” Jesus had no sin. He had no need for repentance. He 

seemingly had no need for John’s baptism, this outward symbol of repentance. 

 This is what John said to Jesus in Matthew 3. Matthew 3:13 tells us that 

Jesus came to John to be baptized. And in verse 14 we read, “But John forbad him, 

saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” John 



recognized Jesus as the Messiah, he recognized Jesus as the spotless “Lamb of God 

which taketh away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29). And so he said, “Jesus, I 

can’t baptize you. I need to be baptized by you.” 

 Jesus answered John’s objections in Matthew 3:15: “Suffer it to be so now: 

for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

 And that is the answer from Jesus Himself. Why was Jesus baptized? “To 

fulfill all righteousness.” This is yet another example of Jesus taking upon Himself 

the form of a servant and being made in the likeness of men. Jesus willingly 

submitted to every righteous precept of God. John Gill commented, “It became 

Christ to fulfill all righteousness, moral and ceremonial, and baptism being a part 

of his Father's will, which he came to do, it [was fitting] him to fulfill this also.” 

 We have seen other examples of Christ’s humble submission to the Law in 

his humanity earlier in Luke’s gospel. Luke 2:21 tells us that Jesus was 

circumcised. Remember, circumcision for the Jewish people carried with it the 

responsibility to fulfill the law. (Galatians 5:3, “For I testify again to every man 

that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.”) The law was a burden 

we could not bear, but Christ came to bear it for us. 

 The circumcision is the first example we see of Jesus shedding His blood in 

obedience to the law, and in His circumcision we see His willingness to be 

“obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). And the sign 

of circumcision also demonstrates that man was made a stranger to God by sin and 



must be brought into a relationship with God through covenant. Jesus had no such 

need. He had no sin.  He was the virgin-born Son of God. Yet He was made in the 

“likeness of sinful flesh” and so He submitted to circumcision. Not because He 

was sinful, but because He came to redeem us from our sins. 

 Luke 2:22 tells us that Jesus was presented at the temple in Jerusalem after 

the days of Mary’s purification, when Jesus was 40 days old. This was done in 

obedience to the law of the firstborn given in Numbers 3:13 where God said, “All 

the firstborn are mine.” The great themes of this ceremony are redemption and 

substitution. Redemption because it reminded the Israelites that God had redeemed 

them from Egypt at the price of the firstborn. And substitution because the Levites, 

as the priestly tribe, were given to the Lord as a substitute for the firstborn sons of 

the 11 other tribes of Israel. Jesus had no need of a substitute priest to stand in His 

place before God, yet He submitted to this ordinance of the Law in order to fulfill 

the Law at every point. 

 So it is here with Jesus’ baptism. He was baptized to fulfill all righteousness. 

Jesus was not baptized by John because He had sinned, but because He was to be 

made sin for us (II Cor. 5:21). In obedience to the Father’s will, Jesus submitted 

Himself to baptism. 

 Now let’s look at the actual events of Jesus’ baptism. Verse 21 tells us that 

Jesus prayed. Luke is the only gospel writer to tell us that Jesus prayed at His 

baptism. The prayer life of Jesus is something Luke gives special attention to as he 



presents Jesus as the Son of Man, always dependent on God the Father. Nine 

different times this word is used in Luke’s gospel to refer to specific instances of 

Jesus praying. In His humanity, Jesus was a man of prayer. Again, this 

demonstrates the humility of Jesus and His submission to God the Father. 

 What did Jesus pray for at this time? This text doesn’t tell us. It simply tells 

us that He prayed. It may be that he prayed for God to prepare and equip Him for 

the public ministry he was about to begin. Now look at what happens next in this 

text. 

 The heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus. A pastor 

from years ago observed from this text: “Prayer is an ordinance that opens 

heaven.”  Jesus prayed and heaven opened.  1

 Later on in Luke, in chapter 11 Jesus gives instructions about prayer. And in 

verses 9-10 He tells us, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 

knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he 

that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” We have both 

Christ’s instructions and His example in prayer, may we follow Him in faith and 

obedience. 

 When the heavens opened the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus. All four 

gospels tell us that the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove. In Matthew 

and Mark’s accounts we are told specifically that Jesus saw it. In John’s account 
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we are told specifically that John the Baptist saw it. Luke alone tells us that the 

Holy Spirit appeared “in bodily form” as a dove. This was not some mystical 

experience Jesus and John had that was separated from the realities fo the physical 

world. They actually saw the Holy Spirit in bodily form, with the appearance of a 

dove. 

 This is important because in this text we see God the Father (who speaks 

from heaven), God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Not as one person who 

appears to man in different “modes,” but as three distinct persons: one God in three 

persons. This is a wonderful passage where we can go to see not just the persons of 

the Trinity, but also their interaction with one another. 

 The dove was also very symbolic for the Jewish people. Doves were 

prominent in the sacrificial system God had instituted in Israel. They were an 

acceptable sacrifice for a trespass offering and for various purification rituals.  

 A dove is also one of the first birds mentioned in scripture all the way back 

in Genesis 8 when Noah let a dove out of the ark and it came back with an olive 

branch. Even today we recognize both doves and olive branches as symbols of 

peace. That imagery comes from Genesis 8. And what an image that is when 

applied to our text: peace from God the Father in heaven descending upon the earth 

and resting on His Son Jesus Christ. 

 The Holy Spirit resting upon Jesus is also a fulfillment of prophecy found in 

Isaiah 61:1-2: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath 



anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 

them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn.” 

 Jesus Himself read from this passage in Luke 4 when He was in the 

synagogue in Nazareth on the Sabbath day. And in Luke 4:21 Jesus said, “This day 

is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 

 The Holy Spirit descending upon Jesus was also a sign for John the Baptist. 

John the Baptist was bold in proclaiming Jesus as the Lamb of God, the Messiah. 

And one of the reasons he was so bold was because he had this clear sign given to 

him. Listen to what John the Baptist said in John 1:32-34, “And John bare record, 

saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 

him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said 

unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, 

the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record 

that this is the Son of God.” 

 The Holy Spirit abiding with Jesus was a sign that He was the Messiah sent 

from God. And the Holy Spirit which indwells believers today only indwells us 

because we are in Christ. He went before us. He finished the work of salvation. 

And now we rest confidently in the finished work of Jesus Christ, confident 



because we have the Holy Spirit within us. We are “sealed with the Holy Spirit of 

promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance” (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 One more remarkable thing occurred at the baptism of Jesus: God the Father 

spoke from Heaven. God declares two things here. First, He says to Jesus, “Thou 

art my beloved Son.” Now we know that even from a young age, Jesus was aware 

of who He was. Remember Jesus, the He was just 12 years old at the temple, said 

to Mary and Joseph, “I must be about My Father’s business.” And here we have 

this Father Son relationship again confirmed for us in Scripture as God the Father 

speaks from heaven and calls Jesus, “My beloved Son.” 

 This phrase “thou are my beloved Son” appears to be a quote from Psalm 

2:7. Those who were familiar with the Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament 

would have recognized these words. Jesus was the Messiah spoken of 

prophetically in Psalm 2.  

 The voice of the Lord from heaven goes on and says, “In thee I am well 

pleased.” Again, these would have been familiar words for those who were familiar 

with the Messianic prophecies, this being quoted from Isaiah 42:1. The quote from 

Psalm 2 shows Jesus in His exalted position as the beloved Son of God. The quote 

from Isaiah 42 shows Jesus in His humility as the suffering servant in whom God 

the Father is well pleased. 

 There is tremendous significance in these words for us. God is well pleased 

with His beloved Son Jesus Christ. God is holy, and He cannot be pleased by sinful 



man. Our best righteousness is as filthy rags. Only God’s righteousness could 

satisfy God’s justice, and God’s righteousness is provided to us in the God-man, 

Jesus Christ. Thomas Watson wrote, “This is an invincible support to believers; it 

was God who was offended, and it was God who satisfied.”  God the Father was 2

well-pleased in Jesus. 

 So far from our text this morning we have studied the baptism of Jesus. He 

was baptized to fulfill all righteousness. The Holy Spirit descended upon Him in 

fulfillment of prophecy and as a confirming sign. And God the Father declared 

from Heaven, echoing His words spoken through the prophets: “Thou art my 

beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.” Next we see the genealogy of Jesus. 

II. The Human Genealogy of Jesus (v. 23-38) 

 Have you ever considered why this genealogy is here? In Matthew and Mark 

where we have very similar accounts of Jesus baptism, the narrative immediately 

goes from the baptism to the wilderness temptation, but Luke’s account interrupts 

this narrative to give us the genealogy of Jesus. Have you ever considered why? 

Why here? Why right after Jesus was baptized? Why not earlier, maybe when 

Mary was introduced or at the time of His birth? 
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 Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of His public ministry. At His baptism 

Jesus was shown to be God. And now, with this genealogy, Jesus is shown to be 

man, that “seed of the woman” that would bruise the serpents’ head.  

 Another question people sometimes have about this genealogy is in relation 

to the genealogy given in Matthew 1. As you are probably aware, these two 

genealogies do not match. Matthew’s genealogy traces down from Abraham to 

Jesus and it demonstrates that Jesus is that seed of Abraham through which the 

whole world would be blessed.  

 Luke’s genealogy traces backward from Jesus all the way to Adam and 

demonstrates that Jesus is the second Adam who would succeed where the first 

Adam failed. The differences between these two genealogies are not mistakes, but 

are very easily explained when you understand the point each gospel writer was 

trying to make. 

 Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus as the King.   His genealogy shows that 

Jesus was descended from David through Solomon. Through Joseph, His adoptive 

father, Jesus had the legal right to David’s throne.  

 Luke's Gospel presents Jesus as the Messiah of the world. The suffering 

servant who would come to redeem God’s people form their sin, and not just the 

Jews, but Gentiles as well. Luke’s genealogy traces Mary’s ancestry. Jesus was 

physically descended from David through His mother Mary. And Luke traces the 



line of Jesus all the way back to Adam. Again, Luke takes pains to show that Jesus 

is not just the Savior of the Jews, but of the Gentiles as well. 

 Verse 23 begins by telling us that Jesus was about 30 years old. This is a 

significant age. Members of the priestly line, under the Old Testament system, 

could begin public ministry as a priest when they were 30 years old (Numbers 4:3, 

23). And so it was that Jesus, our Great High Priest, the mediator of a better 

covenant, entered into public ministry when He was 30 years old. 

 Now we have this long list of names. This genealogy begins with Joseph, not 

because this is Joseph’s line but because it was the custom of the Jews to trace 

lineages through the father and not through the mother. We are told very clearly in 

Matthew 1:16 that Joseph’s father’s name was “Jacob.” It was common for the 

Jews to refer to their sons and daughters-in-law as their children (Ruth 1:11-12). 

And so Luke makes no distinction when he begins this genealogy, but simply 

writes it as the Jews would have when tracing the lineage of one’s mother. 

 The next name I want us to give special attention to in this list is all the way 

down in verse 31: “Nathan, which was the son of David.” This genealogy traces 

back to King David through Nathan. The list given in Matthew traces back to King 

David through Solomon. But Solomon’s line ended with Jeconiah who was taken 

captive by the Babylonians. And in Jeremiah 22:30 the Lord pronounced this curse 

upon him: “Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for 

no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any 



more in Judah.” And so it is that Jesus is not physically descended from this line, 

but rather through Nathan, the son of David. 

 The final verse I want us to consider this morning from this text is verse 38, 

and particularly the last part of that verse: “which was the son of Adam, which was 

the son of God.” “The son of Adam” Again, Luke traces the lineage of Jesus all the 

way back to Adam, the father of the human race. This is done to illustrate that 

Jesus is that promised “seed of the woman.” Jesus is not only the “King of the 

Jews,” but he is also the Savior of the World. 

 “The son of God.” This is true of Adam. He was in a particular way the “son 

of God,” being the immediate offspring of God through creation. Having no earthly 

mother or father it could be rightly said of Adam that he was, in one sense, the “son 

of God.” In no way divine, but simply as a way of expressing his lineage.  

 But also consider these words in respect to Jesus, who is the primary 

individual this whole genealogy is concerned about. Jesus was both the “son of 

Adam,” and the “Son of God.” Only in this way could He be the a proper Mediator 

between God and the sons of Adam, and might bring the sons of Adam to be, 

through him, the sons of God.


