
The Messiah Announced 

Luke 1:26-38 

 The last time we studied the book of Luke together we looked at the first 

part of chapter 1 where we saw the forerunner, John the Baptist, announced to 

Zacharias by the angel Gabriel in the temple. Today, as we continue this study, we 

will see Gabriel deliver another message, this one to announce that the Messiah 

would be born by Mary. 

 As we study this passage we can learn much about God, about His 

sovereignty in choosing vessels to accomplish His will, about the wonderful 

salvation He has brought, and how He chooses the foolish things to confound the 

wise, and the weak things to confound the mighty. And we can also learn how we 

should respond with humble submission and agreement when the will of God is 

revealed to us in His Word. 

I. Glorious Revelation in a Humble Setting (v. 26-27) 

 Luke begins this account of angelic revelation to Mary by giving us a time 

when this happened. Verse 26 begins, “And in the sixth month.” This was the sixth 

month of Elisabeth’s pregnancy. Down in verse 36 the angel tells Mary, 

“Elisabeth . . . hath also conceived . . . and this is the sixth month with her.” 



Having put these events on a timeline for us, Luke continues and gives us more 

details about this angelic revelation. 

 The rest of verse 26 says, “The angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 

of Galilee, named Nazareth.” This is the same angel who was sent by God to 

Zacharias, but the settings for these two instances of angelic revelation could have 

hardly been more different. When Gabriel first appears in this chapter, it is in 

Jerusalem, the holy city, the most revered city among the Jews. And he didn’t 

simply appear in Jerusalem, in a street or a market or a home; but in the temple, 

and not just in the temple complex, but in the holy place of the temple itself.  

 Contrast that with what we read here in verse 26: “The angel Gabriel was 

sent . . . unto a  city of Galilee, named Nazareth.” In the gospels we find some 

statements that show the Jews of Judea had a low regard for Galilee. For example, 

in John 1:46 Nathaniel says, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” And in 

John 7:52 the leaders of the Pharisees said to Nicodemus, “Art thou also of 

Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet.” 

 Why was this? It may have been because the population of Galilee was 

composed of mingled elements of Gentile and Jewish culture.  This mixture of 

cultures may have led the proud Jews of Judea to consider the Galileans less 

orthodox. Galilee was also a very mountainous region, an easy place to hide, and 

the Jewish population there was very patriotic. These factors combined to make 

Galilee an attractive region for Jewish zealots. As a result, Galilee gained a 



reputation for being seditious. Herod the Great, before he became the Rome-

appointed king, earned a name for himself by putting down zealots in Galilee. And 

finally, the Galileans had a peculiar accent, which distinguished them from the 

Jews of Judea. This accent may have added to the perception of that the Galileans 

were rustic and unlearned. 

 This is where Gos sent the angel Gabriel: to Nazareth of Galilee. The glory 

of Jerusalem and the grandeur of the temple are far removed. In contrast to the 

glory of the temple, this was a simple place, a humble place. 

 Verse 26 tells us where the angel was sent, verse 27 tells us to whom the 

angel was sent. Verse 27 says, “To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.” 

 In the eyes of the world, Mary was not an important person. The emperor in 

Rome didn’t know Mary. The king in Jerusalem, Herod, he didn’t know Mary. The 

religious leaders in Israel didn’t know this young lady. But God knew Mary. In His 

providence He chose Mary. All the great men of Galilee who were striving to make 

a name for themselves have longe since been forgotten to history, but not Mary. 

God chose her for an incredible task, and sent Gabriel, an angelic messenger, to 

reveal this task to her. 

 This verse gives us just a few details about Mary. First, she was a virgin. She 

had never been married. She had never joined in physical union with a man. Mary 

herself says in verse 34, “I know not a man.” A virgin bearing the Messiah was a 



fulfillment of the prophecy found in Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself shall 

give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel.” 

 Mary’s virginity is not some insignificant detail. This is a non-negotiable 

belief for Christianity. This is a doctrine were Christians have had to make a stand 

for truth. If someone rejects the virgin birth, they cannot believe what the rest of 

Scripture teaches about God’s redemption of sinful people. 

 Why? Why is this doctrine so important?  

 In the Law God revealed His holy standard. If you want to be holy, if you 

want to please God, if you want to be righteous and accepted by God, the Law tells 

you what you must do. You must do all that the law prescribes. I’m afraid that you 

may have misheard what I just said, so I want to be very clear. I didn’t say you 

must try to keep the law. I didn’t say you must intend to keep the law. I said you 

must keep the law. 

 To keep the law requires perfection, not only in your actions but also in your 

attitudes and your thoughts. Not perfection from this point forward, but perfection 

for your entire life. It’s already too late. Before we knew the law of God we had 

broken it. There is no hope for any of us to gain righteousness by the Law. 

Galatians 3:11 says, “No man is justified by the law in the sight of God.” 

 How then can we be holy?  How can we please God?  How can we be 

righteous and accepted by God? 



 We can’t keep the Law ourselves. We need someone else to keep the Law for 

us. We need someone to take our place. Someone who can keep God’s law. 

Someone who can perfectly fulfill God’s holy standard. Someone who can be as 

perfectly holy as God Himself. Someone who cannot fail in holiness. There is only 

one Being who is holy enough to meet the standard of God’s righteousness, and 

that is God Himself. We need God to keep the Law for us. 

 And unbelievably, beyond our wildest hopes and dreams, that’s God did. He 

came to earth as a man. He  stepped down from Heaven and entered His creation as 

a man, the God-man, Christ Jesus. He lived a life that perfectly fulfilled the law at 

every point. Death had no claim on him, but He willingly went to the cross and laid 

down His life for our redemption. And three days later He physically rose from the 

dead, proving Himself victorious over sin and death.    Because of 

what Jesus did, because He kept the Law and then died in our place, we can be 

saved. His blood purchased redemption for His people. Repent of your sin. 

Abandon all of your unworthy attempts to reach God with your own strength. Lay 

aside all those things and fall down before the cross of Jesus Christ. All those who 

repent of their sin and place their faith in Jesus Christ will be saved, by the grace of 

God. 

 And so we see that for the redemption of sinful man to be possible, God had 

to come as a man, he had to take upon Himself human nature. But every person 

inherits a human nature that is corrupted by sin. Adam, the first man, sinned. And 



his sin is passed on to all of us, his descendants. We are born sinners, sinners by 

nature. 

 If that’s true, how could Christ have been born? How could the sinless 

Savior be born as a man if all men inherit a sin nature from their father? The 

answer is seen in verse 27 of our text. 

 Mary was a virgin. Jesus had no earthly father from which He was 

descended. The conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary was miraculously 

accomplished by God as the angel tells us in verse 35. Jesus was born the son of 

Mary and the Son of God. He had a full human nature, but with none of the 

corruption of sin. This was only possible because of the virgin birth. If Jesus had 

an earthly father, he would have been born a sinner like all of us and would not 

have been able to accomplish God’s work of redemption. This is why the virginity 

of Mary is so important. Christ was conceived and born of a virgin and thus 

avoided the corruption of sin in human nature. Christ’s qualification as the sinless 

Redeemer depends upon this doctrine. 

 Verse 27 also tells us that Mary was espoused to Joseph. The time between a 

marriage agreement being reached by the families of the bride and the groom and 

the marriage actually taking place was the espousal, or betrothal, period. There was 

a formal proceeding and the agreement to marriage was confirmed by oaths and 

then presents would be given to the bride. From that point on, the bride was legally 



regarded as the wife of the groom, but they would not come together in marriage 

until the actual wedding took place.  

 The betrothal of Mary and Joseph meant that Jesus would be born the 

offspring of King David. Verse 27 tells us that Joseph was of the house of David. 

Jesus was the physical descendant of David through Mary. Through Joseph, the 

legally recognized husband of Mary, Jesus was the heir of David. This fulfilled the 

prophecy God gave to David in II Samuel 7:16 where God promised David, “Thy 

throne shall be established forever.” 

 And finally, verse 27 tells us Mary’s name. Mary is a form of the old 

Hebrew name “Mariam,” the name of Moses’ sister. It was a common name among 

the Jews of that time. It means “cherished” or “beloved.” 

 Gabriel was sent to Mary of Nazareth by God to deliver a message. What 

was the angel’s message for Mary? 

II. The Angel’s Message for Mary (v. 28-33) 

 Gabriel greets Mary in verse 28, “Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord 

is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” The angel greets Mary with this 

word “Hail!” or “Rejoice,” “Be glad!” Next, he calls Mary “highly favored.” Not 

favored because of personal merit, but favored by the choosing of God. 



 He continues: “The Lord is with thee.” These were the same words the angel 

said to raise the faith of Gideon in Judges 6:12, “The Lord is with thee.” When 

God is with us we have nothing to fear. Who can stand against God? If God is for 

us, who can be against us? And, as the angel says later in this passage, “With God 

nothing shall be impossible.” 

 And finally, Gabriel says to Mary, “Blessed art thou among women.” Again, 

not blessed because of any merit of her own, but called blessed because God chose 

her as the mother of our Lord.  

 The angel’s greeting in no way suggests that Mary is worthy of worship. Far 

from it. Rather, it demonstrates that Mary would be the recipient of a special 

blessing from God. Mary received divine grace. She is never presented in Scripture 

as a dispenser of divine grace. A study of Mary should lead us to worship God, not 

Mary. 

 Look at how Mary responds to the angel’s greeting in verse 29. First, Mary 

was troubled. This is very similar to the word Luke used to describe Zacharias 

when Gabriel appeared to him in the temple. Mary was alarmed and unsettled by 

the appearance and the words of the angel.  

 Verse 29 says Mary “cast in her mind” what this salutation might mean. She 

wondered what it might mean. This word is translated in other passages as 

“reason,” “dispute,” or “consider.” 



 It doesn’t appear that there was much of a pause between Gabriel’s greeting 

and what he says next, but in that time Mary’s mind is racing. Who is this? Why is 

he saying these things to her? What could this possibly mean? 

 In verse 30 Gabriel speaks some comforting words to Mary. He tells her 

“Fear not.” There are times in Scripture when angels appear as the announcers, or 

even as the executors of God’s judgment upon men. At those times, it is most 

appropriate for men to be fearful.  

 But Gabriel hasn’t come to announce God’s judgment. Quite the opposite. 

He has come to announce to Mary that she will bear the Messiah! God’s 

redemption is nigh! Mary, fear not. 

 Then Gabriel says, “Thou hast found favor with God.” What was Mary 

doing when the angel appeared to her? Scripture doesn’t tell us. The only detail we 

are given is in verse 28 where we are told Gabriel “came in,” so it appears that 

Mary was inside a house or some other building. What was she doing there? Was 

she working? Was she resting? Was she in prayer? We don’t know. Maybe she was 

just going through her daily routine, the every day activities of life. 

 But the angel Gabriel appeared to her and tells her: "Thou hast found favor 

with God.” This word “favor” is most often translated in Scripture as “grace.” For 

example, it is the word used in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 



 Mary wasn’t looking for the favor God bestowed upon her. I’d be willing to 

guess that Mary never asked God to allow her to be the mother of the Messiah. 

This wasn’t something Mary was actively seeking. But God, in His infinite 

wisdom, chose Mary. And now Gabriel says to her: “Mary, fear not, you have 

found favor with God.” 

 Now look at what the angel says in verses 31-33. The language Gabriel uses 

in verse 31 echoes Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb.” Jesus possessed true 

humanity. He wasn’t a spiritual being that appeared in human form. He was truly 

God incarnate. He was conceived in the womb of Mary and born just like every 

other person, but this son of Mary would not be like any other person. His special 

ministry is seen in His name. 

 Gabriel tells Mary: “You . . . shalt call his name Jesus.” The name “Jesus” is 

derived the old Hebrew name Joshua. It means, “Savior.” In Matthew’s gospel the 

reason for this name is expressly given by the angel. Matthew 1:21, "And she shall 

bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 

from their sins.” 

 Jesus Christ came to earth as a Savior. He was appointed and sent by God 

the Father. He is a perfect and complete spiritual Savior, able and willing to save to 

the uttermost all who believe in Him (Hebrews 7:25). 



 He is the only Savior. Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for 

there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 

saved.” John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 

man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

 Verse 32 begins, “He shall be great.” Gabriel said the same thing about John 

the Baptist in verse 15. But of John it was said, “He shall be great in the sight of 

the Lord.” Of Jesus it was said, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of  

the Highest.” Jesus was great like no other person. He wasn’t simply a great 

prophet, or a great rabbi, or a great teacher. He was the Son of God. 

 Scripture calls angels are called the “sons of God” in creation. Scripture calls 

saints the “sons of God” in adoption. Scripture calls magistrates “sons of God” in 

authority. But only Jesus is the Son of God by nature. Jesus is of the same nature as 

God the Father. He is equal to God the Father. He is eternal with God the Father. 

And in His birth, life, death, and resurrection He was revealed on earth to be the 

Son of God.  

 Romans 1:3-4 says, “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 

made of the seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of 

God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 

dead.” 



 At the end of verse 32 and in verse 33 the angel says, “The Lord God shall 

give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of 

Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

 Again, Gabriel is using language that was well-known in prophetic passages 

speaking of the Messiah. Isaiah 9:7, speaking of the Messiah, says, “Of the 

increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 

with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this.” 

 The angel may have spoken this way to make it abundantly clear to Mary 

that she would bear the Messiah. It is certainly helpful and instructive for us as we 

see the New Testament fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy. 

 The angel Gabriel was sent to Mary with a message from God. He delivered 

that message. But then Mary asks a question, “How shall this be?” In verses 34-37 

we Mary’s question asked and answered. 

III. Mary’s Question Asked and Answered (v. 34-37) 

 In verse 34 Mary asked, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” This 

is similar to what Zacharias said back in verse 18 when Gabriel told him that he 



would have a son in his old age, but Zacharias asked for a sign. It is implied that 

Zacharias did not immediately believe the words of the angel. 

 Mary simply asks, “How can this be?” This is not an expression of doubt. 

We know Mary believed the angel because Elisabeth, under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, in Luke 1:45 says, “Blessed is she (Mary) that believed: for there shall 

be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.” Mary is 

simply asking the angel how will this come to pass. 

 In verse 35 Gabriel tells Mary that this miracle will be accomplished by the 

Holy Spirit. The angel does not suggest some sort of crass cohabitation such as we 

find in the stories of pagan gods. The life conceived in Mary’s womb would be 

conceived a creative act of the Holy Spirit. Notice that Gabriel doesn’t explain in 

detail to Mary how this miracle will take place. He simply leads her to contemplate 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 In verse 36 Gabriel uses Elisabeth as an example of God’s miraculous 

power. From this verse we learn that Elisabeth was Mary’s relative.  They were 

somehow related through marriage, as Mary was descended from Judah and 

Elisabeth was descended from Levi. This word translated as “cousin” or  “relative” 

also doesn’t tell us how closely Elisabeth and Mary were related, but they must 

have been fairly closely related because Mary knew who the angel was speaking 

about and immediately after Mary received this message from the angel she left 



Galilee and travelled all the way down to the hill country of Judea to visit 

Elisabeth. 

 And although Mary asked for no sign, she had this assurance given to her. 

Elisabeth had also conceived. If we didn’t know about the angelic revelation that 

proceeded John’s conception in the womb of Elisabeth, this announcement from 

the angel wouldn’t appear particularly remarkable to us. As far as we know, Mary 

hadn’t heard of the revelation Zacharias had received from an angel in the temple. 

So why would Elisabeth being with child be remarkable to Mary? 

 Look at what the angel says. “Elisabeth … hath … conceived a son.” The 

angel knew that the child in the womb of Elisabeth would be a boy. This is nothing 

remarkable today, but in that time there is no way the angel could have know this 

apart from divine revelation. 

 Also, Elisabeth conceived “in her old age.” As we saw in our study of 

Zacharias and Elisabeth, they were both old and well past the normal age for 

bearing children. Any hope they had for children had long since passed. But now, 

in her old age, Elisabeth had received strength to conceive. 

 And finally, the angel says that this is the same Elisabeth “who was called 

barren.” It was general knowledge that Elisabeth was barren. From the angel’s 

words we learn that she was called “barren.” Gabriel testifies that these two 

obstacles, Elisabeth’s age and her barrenness,  had not prevented God from 

miraculously allowing her to conceive a son. 



 In verse 37 Gabriel makes application from this example. He says, “For with 

God nothing shall be impossible.” This is a tremendous truth about God that can be 

universally applied. We should never allow our opinions about what is and is not 

possible decide our theology about God. Rather, our theology about God should 

inform us about what is and what is not possible. 

 The angel tells Mary, and us by extension, that nothing is impossible with 

God. All that God has said or purposed or promised he is able to accomplish, and 

He will accomplish. Don’t waver before what seems impossible, but rather learn to 

worship the God of infinite power. Matthew Henry said, “No word of God must 

be incredible to us, as long as no work of God is impossible to him.” 

 Finally, from this text we see Mary’s humble submission. 

IV. Mary’s Humble Submission (v. 38) 

 Verse 38 many be the most informative verse for us in this entire passage. 

There is much we can learn from Mary’s words in this verse. 

 First, she says, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord.” This is a statement of 

submission to the will of God for her life. She devotes herself to God. She is 

willing for God to do with her as He pleases. 

 Mary could raise objections to God’s plan for her life. This child is going to 

blemish her reputation for the rest of her life. It is easy for us now to look back on 



Mary and say, “Oh, what an honor Mary had, to be the mother of our Lord.” But 

never forget about the burden Mary also had of being a young girl pregnant out of 

wedlock. People gossiped about her. People made all sorts of accusations. This 

haunted Mary for her whole life. Even during the earthly ministry of Jesus, people 

were still saying bad things about Mary. 

 Also, Mary had no way of knowing how this would affect her betrothal to 

Joseph. What would Joseph think? What would Joseph do? What would any other 

man think? Would she ever get married? 

 Who knows what  was going through Mary’s mind. Who knows what fears 

and temptations she was struggling with internally. But what came out of her 

mouth was this beautiful statement of submission to the will of God: “Behold the 

handmaid of the Lord.”  

 Apart from the grace of God, we naturally withdraw ourselves from God 

and, as far as we are able, oppose His will. Like Adam and Eve in the garden after 

they had sinned, we try to hide ourselves from God (Genesis 3:8). This is the 

response unregenerate man has to God. But faith moves us to submit ourselves to 

the will of God in humility and obedience. 

 Mary continued and said, “Be it unto me according to thy word.” See how 

Mary responded to the revelation from God she had just received. She did not 

slight the promise of God. She did not express indifference to the promise of God. 



Rather, Mary says, “Amen, let it be so.” She not only believed what the angel told 

her, but she expected and desired for it to be accomplished. 

 Like Mary, we must learn to set the bounds of our desires by the Word of 

God. We must be students of the Word of God, and learn what God desires, what 

God has commanded, and what God has promised. And then, by the grace of God, 

we must make the same confession Mary makes in this verse: "Be it unto me 

according to thy word.”


