
The Power of God Demonstrated in Salvation 

II Peter 1:3-4 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 

fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.” 

 To understand these two verses, we must tie them to what Peter said in verse 

2. In verse 2 Peter said, “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 

knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” This is a precious promise: that grace 

and peace will increase and abound in our lives as we grow in our knowledge of 

God. and of Jesus Christ. We believe this in faith because this is what the Bible 

says, and that would be enough. But God, knowing our frailties, inspired the 

apostle Peter to support this promise with two verses that talk about the power of 

God in salvation. 

 As we reflect on the power of God demonstrated in our salvation, we can 

have confidence that the same divine power that brought us to God is sufficient to 

grow our grace and peace as we grow in our knowledge of Him. Matthew Henry 

wrote, “What we have already received should encourage us to ask for more; he 

who has begun the work of grace will perfect it.” When we consider what God has 



done for us in salvation, we can have confidence that He will continue to work in 

our lives. 

I. The Giver of All Spiritual Blessings 

 Look at the first part of verse 3: “According as his divine power hath given 

unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” Consider the incredibly 

broad category that is presented in this passage: “all things that pertain unto life 

and godliness.” “All things.” That’s a lot of things. That’s everything. 

 I had an english teacher in college who did not like the word “things.” He 

would say, “Don’t use the word ‘things.’ It is not clear. It is not specific. Give me 

details. Tell me exactly what you are talking about.” What are the details given in 

this verse? What are “all things?” 

 First, “all things that pertain unto life.” We understand that God bestows 

every natural benefit upon man that is necessary for physical life. Who set the 

world in motion and maintains that motion? It is God. Who is it that created life 

and maintains life? It is God. Who is it that gives all men: rain and sunshine, 

summer and winter, spring time and harvest? It is God. Who is the source of 

common grace? Who preserves mankind from the full destructive power of sin and 

gives men the ability to use nature to positively contribute to society? This 

common grace comes from God. We can rightly say that all things that pertain unto 



physical life are given to man by God. But that is not what Peter is talking about 

here. 

 Peter is talking about spiritual life: Salvation and our walk with God. This is 

inseparably tied with godliness: “All things the pertain unto life and godliness.” All 

things that are necessary for the preserving, improving, and perfecting of spiritual 

life and godliness are addressed in this verse. Everything about godliness. 

Everything about salvation. Every good spiritual thing. “All things” This is an 

incredibly broad category that the apostle Peter introduces in the first part of verse 

3. 

 According to this verse, how are we to gain all things necessary for the 

preserving, improving, and perfecting of spiritual life and godliness? This verse 

says that these spiritual blessings are a gift, they are “given unto us.” There is 

nothing we can do to gain these blessings on our own. We cannot purchase them. 

We cannot gain them through our own merit. We cannot discover them through 

introspection or meditation. The only way to possess these blessings is to receive 

them freely, as they are given to us. 

 To the human nature bound in sin, such an idea is offensive. In our sin nature 

we ask: “Is there nothing I can do to be spiritual? Is there nothing I can do to 

receive spiritual blessings?” 

 The idea that all spiritual blessings are given to us by God seems impossible. 

Surely, there must be something I can do. There must be some door I can open. 



There must be some conduit through which I can make these blessings flow into 

my life. 

 Humanity has been like this since the garden. Since sin first entered the 

world, we have tried to cover our spiritual nakedness with fig-leaf religions. We try 

to do that which only the Divine can do. We try to gain that which only the Divine 

can give. The only way to have all things that pertain to life and godliness is to 

receive them from God. 

 Look again at the first part of verse 3, “According as his divine power hath 

given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” The source of these 

blessings is the divine power of God, manifest in His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus 

Christ is the only door that gives entrance into this fold of blessings. The conduit of 

these blessings in our lives is the ministry of the Holy Spirit within us as believers 

in the doing, the dying, and the rising of Jesus Christ. All spiritual blessings are 

given to us by Jesus Christ. 

 As we learn and grow in our understanding of this doctrine, it will change 

our lives. Why? Why is it so important? Why will this doctrine change our lives? 

 If all things necessary for a spiritual, godly life come from God, then there is 

nothing we can claim for ourselves. We must humbly ask God to give us whatever 

we lack. We cannot boast of whatever good there is within us, but rather we must 

give the glory to God and worship Him. Mathew Henry’s Commentary has this 

note, “Peter here, by attributing the whole of godliness, and all helps to salvation, 



to the divine power of Christ, takes them away from the common nature of men, so 

that he leaves to us not even the least particle of any virtue or merit.” 

 This is not revealed in Scripture for our condemnation. Our response to the 

should not be one of despair: “Woe is me! There is nothing I can do!” 

 Scripture reveals our great spiritual need, our need for all things that pertain 

to life and godliness. And in this same verse Scripture reveals our great supply, the 

divine power of God. The appropriate response to this revelation is to worship 

God. 

 The first part of verse 3 has established that God gives all spiritual blessings 

to man. The second part of verse 3 reveals how God gives these spiritual blessings 

to man.  

II. The Channel of All Spiritual Blessings 

 Look at the second part of verse 3: “Through the knowledge of him that hath 

called us to glory and virtue.” “Through . . . knowledge.” This is the second time 

Peter has used the word “knowledge” in the introductory verses of this epistle. This 

word “knowledge” is a key word in II Peter. Peter uses this word, or words closely 

related to it, 11 times in this short epistle. This word specifically refers to a “full or 

exact knowledge.” 



 The focus of II Peter is to speak against false teachers. The Biblical antidote 

to false teaching is the truth. To combat false teaching, you must know the truth. 

The truth you must know, the knowledge you must have, the understanding you 

must possess, is the gospel. 

 The benefits God can give, the blessings God can give, the saving grace of 

God is only available through knowledge. Not just any knowledge. Not general 

knowledge. Again, Peter is very specific:  “Through the knowledge of him who 

hath called us to glory and virtue.” 

 Who has called us to glory and virtue? It is God. We must possess the 

knowledge of God. Not an awareness of God. Not an acknowledgment of God. Not 

merely “general revelation.” 

 God has revealed Himself in creation to all men. Romans 1:18-20 says, “For 

the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which 

may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For 

the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so 

that they are without excuse:” 

 God has revealed himself in his creation, but this general revelation is not 

enough. You must know God in salvation. You must have a saving knowledge of 



God. The gospel is the channel through which God gives to us “all things that 

pertain to life and godliness.” 

 Notice also that this verse says we are “called” by God. In God’s calling of 

us to salvation, we contribute nothing. We don’t contribute to our salvation in any 

way. We have no ability, under the domination of our sin nature, to contribute 

anything toward our salvation. It is all the work of God. 

 Man does not come to God unless God calls man. We see this demonstrated 

almost immediately when sin first entered the world in the garden. When sin first 

entered the world, God did not flee from man. Rather, man fled from God. 

 Listen to the account we are given in Genesis 3:8-10, “And they heard the 

voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and 

his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the 

garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 

 Because of their sin, Adam and Eve fled from God. So many people say, “I 

only believe what I can see. If God would show Himself to me, then I would 

believe in Him.” If God would show Himself, we would flee. It is our nature to flee 

from the holy. 

 Adam and Eve did not come to God until He called them. But when God 

called, they came.  



 When God calls a man, he responds, because God’s call is an effectual call. 

Peter is writing to Christians, and he includes himself in this group of those who 

are “called” by God. Everyone who is saved, was called by God. This is important 

because, again, in these verses Peter is reminding us of the power of God 

demonstrated in our salvation. When we consider what God did for us in salvation, 

we can have confidence that the same divine power that brought us to God is 

sufficient to grow is in grace and peace and holiness and truth and knowledge. 

 Why has God called us? This verse says God has called us to “glory and 

virtue.” John Calvin commented, “We are covered with shame, and are wholly 

vicious, until God clothes us with glory and adorns us with virtue. He further 

intimates, that the effect of calling in the elect, is to restore to them the glorious 

image of God, and to renew them in holiness and righteousness.” 

 God has called us to glory and virtue. We are not called to man’s glory and 

man’s virtue, but to God’s glory and God’s virtue. 

 So far we have been reminded form our text this morning that the source of 

all spiritual blessings is God and that the channel of all spiritual blessings is a 

saving knowledge of God. Next, we will consider: 



III. The Result of Spiritual Blessings 

 Look at verse 4: “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 

promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

the corruption that is in the world through lust.”  

 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises.” First, 

look at how these exceeding great and precious promises come to be ours. They are 

“given unto us.” This is the same word used in verse 3 where we are told, 

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life 

and godliness.” 

 We should always be amazed at the mercy and grace of God in salvation. 

God gives us all things that pertain to unto life and godliness. God gives us 

exceeding great and precious promises. We don’t have to earn these things. We 

don’t have to do something to get them. We cannot, we don’t have the ability 

within ourselves to earn these things. We have no ability on our own to get these 

things. The only way we can come to be in possession of them is the mercy and 

grace of God. God gives them to us.  

 How are these exceeding great and precious promises given unto us? Verse 4 

begins with the word “whereby” or “by which.” This verse is inseparably tied with 

verse 3: “Through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue; (4) 

whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises.” 



 God, who has called us, he alone has the power to give these promises. He 

alone has the power to keep these promises. He gives us the knowledge to 

understand these promises. And He guarantees these promises. It is God’s glory 

and virtue that have secured God’s promises for us. 

 The promises that accompany salvation are exceeding great and precious. 

Not just great, but “exceeding great.” This is in the superlative form of the word 

“great.” These are not just great promises, but these are the greatest promises, the 

absolute best promises God could give. 

 This is even more astounding when we consider who we were when God 

saved us. We were enemies of God.  We were traitors to the Divine. We had all 

committed the ultimate sin of trying to take the place of God. Yet God saved us. 

And when He saved us, he didn’t do just an okay job. He didn’t merely restore us 

to a neutral position. He didn’t make us like Adam before the fall. He didn’t give 

us good promises, or even great promises. He gave us “exceedingly great” 

promises, the greatest. The best He could possibly give, He gave for us. 

 John Calvin commented, “We know how abject is the condition of our 

nature; that God, then, should make himself ours, so that all his things should in a 

manner become our things, the greatness of his grace cannot be sufficiently 

conceived by our minds.” The only appropriate response from us is to worship 

Him. Hallelujah, what a Savior!  



 Not only are these promises the greatest promises, but they are precious 

promises. Some things are called precious because they are rare, like certain stones 

or metals. Some things are called precious because they are irreplaceable, like 

people or memories. The promises of God are precious because they have only one 

source, God himself, and because they are eternally secured for us in the very 

nature of God. 

 What are these “exceeding great and precious promises?” The promises of 

God to us are immense. It has been estimated that there are about 30,000 promises 

from God to man in the Bible. John Bunyan once said, “The pathway of life is 

strewn so thickly with the promises of God that it is impossible to take one step 

without treading upon one of them.”  1

 Let’s consider some of these promises together. First, the forgiveness of sins. 

We will never grasp just how great and precious of a promise this is until we 

understand the wrath of God. God’s power is without limit. Understand that this 

means His power to punish sin is without limit. 

 Men grow bold in sin because God is merciful and slow to punish. The 

mercy that should bring us to repentance, if we had anything good within us, 

instead works upon our fallen nature to embolden us in sin. People say, “There is 

no God, and if there was, He wouldn’t punish me for doing something that makes 
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me happy.” “Be not deceived, God is not mocked” (Galatians 6:7a). The all-

powerful God will hold all men accountable for every sin ever committed. 

 There will be no escaping that day of judgment. There will be no 

forgiveness, no mercy, no pardon except through the blood of Jesus Christ. Only in 

Christ, God’s anointed Savior, can we receive forgiveness of sins. Our sins are 

numerous and heinous, and they all deserve the eternal wrath of God. But in Christ, 

in the promises of God in salvation, we can rejoice in the forgiveness of sins. 

 Not only have we been promised that our sins will be forgiven, but we are 

promised freedom from sin’s domination. Romans 6:14 says, “For sin shall not 

have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Before 

Christ, we had no freedom. We were slaves to sin. But in Christ, we are free from 

the domination of sin. We can still choose to sin, but the only power sin has over us 

is power we surrender as we delight in sin. In Christ, we have the power to be free 

from sins domination. 

 We have the promise of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Jesus promised the Holy 

Spirit in Luke 24:49, “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 

tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” 

 The Holy Spirit transforms us and brings us from death to life. The Holy 

Spirit enlightens us and causes us to have the ability to know and understand 

spiritual things that cannot be known by the natural man. The Holy Spirit indwells 



us and accomplishes an on-going work of sanctification in our lives. Where would 

we be without the ministry of the Holy Spirit? What a precious promise this is! 

 Verse 4 goes on to say that those who have received the promises of the 

Gospel are “partakers of the divine nature.” We have been born again. Through the 

precious promises of God in salvation, we become the children of God. This is not 

a future hope for us, that we might some day attain. This is a present reality. 

 Romans 8:9 says, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 

the Spirit of God dwell in you.” 

 Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 

Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 

the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”  

 In salvation, we partake of the divine nature. Calvin commented, “The word 

‘nature’ is not here essence, but quality.” We don’t become little gods, but we 

regain that part of the image of God created within us that was lost to sin: holiness. 

And this holiness is better than Adam’s state before the fall. It was possible for 

Adam to lose his holy state and his place in Garden, and he did lose it through sin. 

But our holiness is secured in Christ and it can never be lost. 

 Verse 4 closes with these words, “Having escaped the corruption that is in 

the world through lust.” This word “corruption” has the idea of death. It speaks of 

the process of something with no life withering away or decaying. If you cut a 

flower from a plant, it will quickly wither because it does not have access to the 



life supplied by the rest of the plant. That is a good picture of the corruption this 

verse has in mind. 

 This verse says that corruption is in the world “through lust.” Lust is a 

longing for that which is forbidden. Webster’s 1828 dictionary says lust is “an 

unlawful desire for carnal pleasure.” Just as a seed, when sown, will always bear 

one type of fruit, so lust when sown in your life will always bring a predictable 

harvest of corruption. 

 See how the world is unmasked by Scripture. That which is in the world that 

appeals to our lusts, looks so good. We look at the world through the lens of our 

sinful lusts, and we think that we can find or create for ourselves a utopia. There is 

pleasure in sin for  a season. But the season of pleasure is short and the season of 

suffering is long. 

 The harvest of lust will always be corruption, death and decay. Gold can be 

stolen. Silver tarnishes. Clothing becomes moth-eaten. Our physical bodies waste 

away. None of the pleasures of sin last. When we sow to our lusts, we can only 

hope to reap corruption. 

 But by the promises of God that are ours in salvation, we have escaped. We 

have escaped from corruption in this life. When temptations come, we can lay hold 

of the promises of God and resist. We can escape the corruption of the world. We 

have the resources in Christ to overcome present temptations. 



 We have escaped from the ultimate corruption that sin brings: a separation 

from God for all eternity. Our hope does not end in death. Our hope is not bound to 

this present life. We look forward to an eternity spent with God, totally free from 

any corruption. 

 I want to close with two applications. The first is for anyone who might be 

listening to me who is not a Christian. There is only one source of life and 

godliness.  There is only one path to glory and virtue. There is only one way to 

access the exceeding great and precious promises of God. There is only one way to 

partake of the divine nature. There is only one way to escape from the corruption 

that is in the world. You must be saved.  

 You must acknowledge that you are a sinner, that you have acted against 

God. The punishment for sin, for all sin, is death. But God sent His Son, Jesus, to 

earth as a man. Jesus lived a life that was perfect, that pleased God in every way. 

Then Jesus willingly laid down His life to pay for our sins. Three days later He 

rose from the dead, proving that He was who He said and that God was pleased 

with His sacrifice. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the only way for any of us to 

have access to all the blessings of God that were mentioned in these two verses. 

 How can you express faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ? How can 

you be saved? In your own words, cry out to God and say, “Lord, be merciful to 

me, a sinner.” In John 6:37 Jesus said, “All that the Father giveth unto me shall 

come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.” 



 The second application is for Christians. Never forget how God saved you. 

Never forget the power of God that was at work in your life to accomplish your 

salvation. Never forget that your salvation was and is a gift from God, freely given 

and totally undeserved. As you reflect on what God has done for you in salvation, 

you can have confidence that He will continue to work in your life.


