
Grace and Peace Through Knowledge 

II Peter 1:1-2 

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained 

like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus 

Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and 

of Jesus our Lord.” 

 We live in uncertain times. Our lives have always been uncertain. James 

4:14 teaches that our lives are like a vapor that is here for a little while and then 

vanishes. But right now we are living with a heightened awareness of the 

uncertainty of our lives. 

 No one knows exactly what the future will hold. We don’t know how far this 

virus will go, how many people will be infected and how many people will die. 

 We don’t know how our economy will be affected from everything that has 

happened over the last few weeks and what will happen in the weeks and months 

to come. 

 We don’t know what long-term effects all these things will have on our 

culture, on our nation, on the world.  

 With all this uncertainty there is a tendency to be fearful. We are afraid about 

what the future might hold or what it might be like. But Christian, God has not 



given us a spirit of fear, but of power, of love, and of a sound mind (II Timothy 

1:7). 

 This morning I will begin a series of sermons through II Peter. The title of 

our sermon this morning is “Grace and Peace Through Knowledge.” 

 We have just finished studying I Peter where the focus was on having a 

proper response to persecution. The focus of II Peter is to warn against false 

teachers. Peter’s antidote to false teaching is knowledge of the truth. 

 Christianity is not a mystical religion. Our faith is not built upon religious 

experiences. The mantra of the Christian faith is not, “Seek an experience of God, 

for an experience of God will make you free.” That is not what Christianity is 

about. 

 Christianity is about truth. Our faith is built upon truth revealed by God in 

the Person and Work of Jesus Christ recorded for us in the pages of the Bible, the 

Word of God. The mantra of the Christian faith is the Words of Jesus from John 

8:32, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  

 We believe that there is truth. We believe that truth can be known. We 

believe that truth is revealed by God through His Word. 

 In this epistle Peter writes to Christians to warn them of false teachers. 

Gnosticism was one of the earliest wide-spread heresies the church faced and some 

Bible scholars believe that this epistle was in response to that heresy. However, 



Peter doesn’t single out any particular false teaching. Rather, he speaks about false 

teachers in very broad terms. 

 Peter’s instruction for Christians to combat false teachers rests upon 

knowledge of the truth. You combat the lies by knowing the truth.  We see this 

emphasis on knowledge immediately in II Peter. We see it in our text this morning. 

And from our text we learn that no matter what the future may hold, we can have 

grace and peace as we grow in our knowledge of God. 

I. Peter’s Introduction 

 The apostle begins by giving us his name: Simon Peter. Simon was his given 

Jewish name. This would have been the name his parents gave him on the 8th day 

after his birth  according to the Law of Moses.  Simon is a shortened form of the 

name Simeon and was a very common Jewish name. It means “heard,” or “a 

hearing.” Leah, Jacob’s wife, named her second son Simeon and said, “Because the 

Lord hath heard . . .” (Genesis 29:33). 

 The name, “Simon” is not found in the first epistle written by Peter. 

However, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter included his Jewish name 

at the beginning of this epistle. Some Bible scholars believe that Peter included his 

Jewish name here to avoid giving unnecessary offense to Jewish Christians who 

were still zealous for the law.  



 I don’t want to make too much from this, but I believe we can make an 

appropriate application here to Christian liberty. Peter was under no obligation to 

include his Jewish name here. If Jewish Christians had taken up an offense, it 

would not have been Peter’s problem. He had liberty to use whatever name he 

wanted to use. Yet he chose to use his liberty in such a way as to not offend others. 

 This is true Christian liberty. True Christian liberty does not say, “I have 

liberty to do this thing, so I will.” But rather, “I have liberty to do this thing, but I 

won’t if it will offend a weaker brother.” Paul said in Romans 14:21, “Hast thou 

faith? have it to thyself before God.” Many troubles and disagreements within the 

body of Christ could be resolved if we saw our liberty in Christ not as an 

opportunity to serve ourselves, but as an opportunity to serve one another. Peter 

gives us a small, yet powerful example of that in our text as he includes his Jewish 

name, “Simon.”  

 He also gives his name “Peter,” which was the name given to the apostle by 

our Lord. In John 1:42 Jesus said to Simon, “Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou 

shalt be called Cephas.” Cephas is the Syriac form of the name “Peter.” Peter is the 

name the apostle most often used to refer to himself, and it is likely he preferred it 

because it had been given to him by Jesus Christ. 

 There is no doubt about who this is. This is the same Peter from the Gospels 

and the book of Acts. This is the same apostle who wrote I Peter. 



 Peter continues his introduction and calls himself a servant. The word 

translated here as servant is the word “doulos.” It means “bond-servant” or “slave.” 

Such a term does not represent any sort of honor before men, yet this is how Peter 

introduces himself. Although there is no honor before men, there is honor before 

God in being a servant of Christ. You and I can follow the example of Peter and 

rejoice that we have the honor of being servants of the most high God. 

 Throughout the Bible we see people rejoice that they are servants of God. 

King David for example, in Psalm 116:16, wrote: “O Lord, truly I am thy servant; I 

am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds.” David 

rejoiced in being a servant of God. 

 Jesus taught in John 12:26b, “If any man serve me, him will my Father 

honor.” The path to the highest honor is through service to Christ. If we faithfully 

serve God the Son, we will be honored by God the Father. As King David and the 

apostle Peter rejoiced, so we can and should rejoice that we have the privilege and 

honor of being servants of God. 

 As a servant of Christ, the apostle Peter recognizes that he is not above his 

fellow Christians. Nothing in these two epistles from Peter would lead us to 

believe that Peter saw himself as the first pope, the “vicar of Christ” on earth. Peter 

introduces himself as a servant of Christ, just as we are servants of Christ. 

 Peter also calls himself an apostle. This is a position of great honor and 

authority. As an apostle, Peter was divinely called and commissioned as an eye-



witness of the ministry and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is from his position of 

authority as an apostle that Peter writes this letter, and it is because of this divine 

authority that we recognize this epistle as divine instruction. We receive this 

instruction from God Himself as he moved Peter to write this portion of the 

divinely inspired Word of God. 

 Peter’s introduction of himself is brief, simply, humble, and yet profound: 

“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ.” Next, we see Peter’s 

audience. 

II. Peter’s Audience 

 Peter writes, “to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through 

the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ.” Who is Peter writing to? 

Them of “like precious faith.” 

 This is not instruction for the whole world. Peter did not write a self-help 

epistle.  He was not trying to sell books. He was not trying to get on the New 

Rome Times bestseller list. Peter wrote this epistle to Christians. Them of “like 

precious faith.” 

 The Bible is full of practical wisdom. The world can benefit by applying 

biblical principles to businesses, to law, to finances, to government, to 



relationships, and in so many other areas. But these are the secondary benefits of 

the Word of God. 

 The Word of God has been given primarily to reveal God to us. It teaches us 

about who God is, what God is like, and how we can honor and glorify Him with 

our lives. 

 Specifically, this epistle was written to people who were already Christians. 

People who had faith like Peter. People saved by the grace of God. People who 

were, and who are, trusting in the finished work of Jesus Christ for salvation. 

Notice how Peter describes this faith. 

 First, it is precious. True saving faith is precious because it is scarce. Even in 

the great multitude of professing Christians, there are but a small number of true 

believers. We see this truth illustrated throughout the Gospels. Great multitudes 

followed Christ, but few were true believers. Multitudes Multitudes professed 

loyalty to Christ, but few were truly committed to Him (John 2:24). 

 Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven was like a wheat field sown with 

tares, and not until the harvest would the the fruitful be separated from the waste 

(Matthew 13). 

 In another parable Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven was like a 

wedding a king put on for his son (Matthew 22). Among the guests who came to 

the wedding, the king found one who did not have wedding garments. The king 

asked the man how he came in without wedding garments. When the man did not 



answer, the king had him thrown out. Jesus closed that parable in Matthew 22:14 

by saying, “For many are called, but few chosen.” 

 True faith is rare. The Bible doesn’t tell us this to drive us to despair. Rather, 

this illustrates the precious nature of saving faith. 

 It is precious because it is rare. Saving faith is the choice gift of God, freely 

bestowed on His children according to His grace. The only appropriate response 

from us is humility and worship. 

 Next, notice that this faith is “like precious faith.” “Like precious,” as it 

appears in the King James version is translated from a single word in the Greek 

and this is the only time this particular word is used in the Bible. The English 

Standard version translates this word as “a faith of equal standing with ours.” 

 The same faith that saved the apostle Peter saves you and I. The same faith 

that transformed the apostle Peter’s life transforms our lives. Matthew Henry 

wrote, “Faith unites the weak believer to Christ as really as it does the strong one, 

and purifies the heart of one as truly as of another.” No matter in whom it is found, 

all saving faith holds to the same precious Savior and applies the same precious 

promises. 

 The source of this faith is God. The end of verse 1 tells us that saving faith is 

“obtained . . . through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ.”  

 From whom have we obtained our precious faith? Not from man, not from 

ourselves, but from God. 



 With this verse we should be able to put to death every cult of works that we 

are prone to nourish, even in our own hearts.  It is not through any work we did 

that we obtained our faith.  It is not through any work we do that we maintain our 

faith.  Faith is a gift of God.  Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 

should boast.” 

 The security of our faith is the righteousness of God. How has our precious 

faith been obtained? Through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus 

Christ.  

 Here Peter clearly refers to Jesus as both God and Savior. What an incredible 

thing that is for us to pause and consider. It is the righteousness of God himself that 

has obtained our faith. It is God’s righteousness that is imputed to us through faith. 

 This isn’t a second-class righteousness. This isn’t the righteousness of a 

created being, second in honor to God the Father. This isn’t the righteousness of 

Adam and Eve in the garden. No, this righteousness is far better. This is the 

righteousness of God Himself.  As long as God is God, our faith is secure in His 

perfect righteousness. 

 We first considered Peter’s simple introduction of himself: “Simon Peter, a 

servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ.” Next, we looked at Peter’s audience: 

“Them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of 

God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Now, let’s go on to Peter’s greeting in verse 2. 



III. Peter’s Greeting 

 Verse 2 begins with the words “grace and peace.” This is not a unique 

greeting. Peter used a very similar greeting in the first epistle. In fact, most of the 

epistles in the New Testament begin with some form of this “grace and peace” 

greeting. 

 What is grace? Listen to this excerpt from Baker’s Dictionary of Theology: 

“The essence of the doctrine of grace is that God is for us. What is more, he is for 

us who in ourselves are against him. More still, he is not for us merely in a general 

attitude, but has effectively acted towards us.” 

 Christian, God is for you. This is grace. This is the first word in Peter’s 

greeting. 

 What is peace? Peace is a condition of freedom from strife, both internal and 

external. Security from outward enemies and a calm heart for those who are 

trusting in God. 

 In many ways “peace” expresses the essence of the Gospel. The gospel is 

peace in that it allows man’s reconciliation with God. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore 

being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 The gospel is peace in that it allows the restoration of man’s fellowship with 

God. Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 



and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus.” 

 Grace and peace are presently possessed by every Christian. Grace and 

peace are not things we look forward to one day attaining in our Christian walk. 

Grace and peace are not things we look forward to experiencing someday in 

heaven. Grace and peace are present realities for every Christian. Grace and peace 

are inseparably linked with our salvation. We have grace and peace from God the 

Father through Jesus Christ, God the Son, by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit in 

our hearts and lives. But look at what Peter says next. 

 Verse 2 continues: “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you” (emphasis 

added). Not “added,” as if we did not already possess grace and peace, but 

“multiplied.” Peter’s desire is for grace and peace to abound and increase in the 

lives of believers. 

 Don’t be confused, Peter is not teaching we can somehow get more grace or 

a better peace from God. The grace and peace that belongs by right of inheritance 

to every Christian is as constant as the source of our salvation.  Because it is God 

who is the source of our salvation, our grace and peace never varies. 

 John Calvin did an excellent job describing this. He wrote: “We perceive the 

grace of God according to the measure of our faith, it is said to increase according 

to our perception when it becomes more fully known to us.” 



 Maybe an illustration would help us understand this concept. Think back on 

your life to when you were a child and someone did something for you that was 

very meaningful to you. Maybe a parent who sacrificed a lot for you. Or maybe a 

teacher who poured into your life academically. Or maybe someone had a major 

spiritual influence on your life. When it happened, you were thankful.  You 

understood that they had invested in your life. You appreciated what they gave you 

or what they taught you. 

 But now that you are older, now that you better understand what they did for 

you and the sacrifices they made and the influence they had on your life, now you 

are even more thankful. It’s not that what they did for you changed. It’s not as if 

what they did has somehow increased and that is why you are more thankful. What 

has changed is you. Now you better understand what they did and with this 

increase in knowledge comes a deeper appreciation for them. In a far greater way, 

that is what Peter is talking about in this passage. 

 Look at verse 2 again: “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 

knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” I think it would be safe for me to 

assume we would all like to have grace and peace multiply and abound in our 

hearts and lives. 

 How does this happen? Peter tells us: “Through knowledge.” We don’t seek 

to attain a higher level of spirituality through mystical experiences, trances, 

meditation, hallucinations, or anything else. No, our grace and peace is multiplied 



through knowledge. But not just any knowledge, not just general knowledge. Peter 

is very specific: “knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord.” 

 Notice that Peter connects the knowledge of God the Father with knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, God the Son. You cannot know God as He truly is apart from 

Christ. It is through God the Son that we reach God the Father. John 14:6, “Jesus 

saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 

but by me.” 

 God the Father can only be known in Christ. Jesus said in Matthew 11:27, 

“All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but 

the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 

whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” 

 The more we enter into the knowledge of God, the more we will understand 

and experience the grace and peace of God in our hearts and lives. Acknowledging 

and believing in the only true and living God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent is 

the only path to eternal life. Growing in our knowledge of Him is the great 

improvement of spiritual life. Jesus prayed in John 17:3, “And this is life eternal, 

that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 

sent.” 

 How do we grow in the knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord? I want to 

talk about two ways we can grow in our knowledge of God.  



 First, we can grow in our knowledge of God’s revelation. God is not hidden. 

In fact, if we go back to the Garden in Genesis 3, after man sinned we see that God 

did not hide himself from man. Rather, it was man who tried to hide himself from 

God. Genesis 3:8, “And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.” 

 God has revealed himself. Romans 1:19 says, “Because that which may be 

known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.” 

 He has revealed himself in His creation Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare 

the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.” 

 Finally, God reveals Himself in His Word. The Bible is the written revelation 

of God for humanity. God has inspired and preserved His Word that we might 

know Him and honor him with our lives. 

 Creation reveals that there must be a Creator. Our conscience reveals that 

there must be a Lawgiver. But it is the Bible that reveals the nature of this God to 

us and tells us how we can know Him and honor Him with our lives. First, we can 

grow in our knowledge of God as we study His revelation. 

 Second, we can grow in our knowledge of God relationally. As we walk with 

God, day by day, we learn about Him. As we commune with the Lord, as we 

meditate upon His Word, as we pray, as we seek to live out our faith in our daily 

struggles and triumphs, we gain an experiential knowledge of God. 



 This experiential knowledge of God will never teach us anything about God 

that is not revealed in His Word. We don’t judge God by our felt experiences. 

Rather, we must judge our felt experiences by the Word of God. 

 God will not change as we gain a relational knowledge of Him, but we will. 

Our faith will grow as we experience God’s provision of strength in times of trial. 

Our trust will grow as we can look back and see how God’s hand guided and 

directed us in the past. Our assurance will grow as we experience spiritual victory 

in the battles of daily life. As we walk with God and find Him true to His Word, we 

grow in our knowledge of God relationally. 

 As we continue this series through II Peter, we will see that over and over 

again the apostle Peter emphasizes knowledge. You combat lies by knowing the 

truth. Peter begins that emphasis on knowledge right at the very beginning of this 

epistle. 

 Even in uncertain times, when so much about the future is unknown, we can 

have increasing, multiplying, abounding grace and peace. The source of this grace 

and peace is knowledge.  

 Not knowledge about what tomorrow may or may not hold. Not knowledge 

about how to protect ourselves from the troubles that plague a fallen world. Not 

knowledge of our safety, security, and prosperity in this present life. The 

knowledge that leads to abounding grace and peace in our hearts and lives is 

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 



 No matter what the future may hold, we can have grace and peace as we 

grow in our knowledge of God.


