
How to Resist the Devil 

I Peter 5:8-9 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 

about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing 

that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.” 

 From this text we will first consider our enemy the devil, next our 

responsibility to resist him, and finally we will received encouragement in the 

midst of affliction. God wants us aware and prepared to resist our great enemy, the 

devil.  

I. Our Enemy the Devil  

 Who is the devil? We often don’t spend a lot of time discussing the devil, but 

it is important for us to understand where he came from and what he is today.  

 First, the devil (or Satan) is a real, personal being. He is not an impersonal 

force. He is not just the opposite or absence of God.  Satan is not the “yin” to 

God’s “yang.” When we talk about God and Satan we are not talking about any 

sort of philosophical dualism. We are not merely talking about good vs evil or light 



vs darkness. Satan is not merely a philosophical concept. He is not merely the 

personalization of evil. He is a real, personal being. How do we know? 

 The devil exhibits traits of personality. The devil has his own intelligence. II 

Corinthians 11:3 tells us that “the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety.” The 

devil has his own emotions. Revelation 12:17, for example, refers to the Devil, the 

dragon, as angry. The devil has a distinct will. In Luke 22:31 Jesus said that the 

devil desired to sift Peter as wheat. He this desire arose from his will. All of these 

are traits of personality. 

 The Bible refers to the devil as a personal being. In Job 1 there is a 

conversation recorded between God and Satan. In Matthew 4:1-12 Satan comes to 

Jesus and tempts him in the wilderness. In both of these accounts Satan is 

presented as a real, personal being. 

 We also see from Scripture that the devil has moral responsibility. By that I 

mean God will hold the devil accountable for his actions. In Matthew 25:41 Jesus 

taught that everlasting fire has been prepared for the devil. Hell has been prepared 

first and foremost for the Devil. Hell is not his domain, it is his dungeon where he 

will be held prisoner and suffer the eternal wrath of God. The Devil is a real, 

personal being. 

 Second, the Devil was created as a highly exalted angel. The devil appeared 

before God in Job 1:6 when the sons of God, or the angelic host, presented 

themselves before God’s throne in heaven. 



 Isaiah 14:12 says, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 

morning! How you are cut down to the ground.” Isaiah prophecy here is in 

reference to the king of Babylon, but a deeper application here is to Satan, the devil 

himself, and his fall from heaven. We know this is a legitimate interpretation 

because Jesus quoted from this passage in Luke 10:18 when speaking about the fall 

of Satan. We can gather that this prophesy in Isaiah speaks about both the king of 

Babylon and the devil that energized him in his rebellion against God. 

 We see a similar parallel in Ezekiel 28. In this passage Ezekiel is 

prophesying about the king of Tyre, but some of the language that is used in this 

passage best fits Satan. Again, Ezekiel is speaking about the king of Tyre but also 

about the devil as the one who influences or energizes him in his rebellion against 

God. 

 Consider Ezekiel 28:14-15, “Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and 

I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up 

and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the 

day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” 

 And now verse 17, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou 

hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the 

ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.” In these verses we 

see the devil referred to as “the anointed cherub that covereth,” prefect, and 

beautiful. The devil was created as a highly exalted angel. 



 When thinking about the devil as a fallen angel, don’t forget that this means 

he was created. The devil is not like God. The devil is not eternally preexistent.  He 

has not been around forever. He is a created being, and as such is not equal to God. 

It’s not even close. The devil exists within the boundaries of creation. God exists 

outside of creation as the Creator of all things. 

 The devil believes he is equal to God. In fact, the devil believes he is better 

than God. He believes that he should be worshipped instead of God But the reality 

is that the devil occupies a position infinitely inferior to the God that created him. 

The devil does not exist by his own will. Rather, the devil exists only by the 

sovereign will of God. 

 Why does this matter? You are no match for the devil.  He is stronger, more 

powerful, and more cunning than you will ever be. But you, Christian, have hope 

“because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” (I John 4:4b). 

 First, the devil is a real, personal being. Second, the devil was created as a 

highly exalted angel.  

 Third, the devil is the enemy of God. We have already talked about how the 

devil believes that he is more worthy of worship than God. Again, we can read 

about this prideful rebellion in Ezekiel 28.  

 The devil does not believe that God is innately worthy of worship. He does 

not believe that God is worthy of worship because he is God. Don’t take my word 

for it. 



 Satan himself said in Job 1:9-11, “Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not 

thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on 

every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased 

in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will 

curse thee to thy face.” 

 Here the devil argues that the only reason Job, or anyone else, would 

worship God is because of God’s blessings. Remove the blessings and those who 

worship God will curse Him. This is what the devil believes. 

 The enmity between God and the devil is seen all the way back at the very 

beginning in the garden of Eden. Consider the very first words out of the serpent’s 

mouth in Genesis 2:3: “Yea, hath God said.” He attacked God’s words. He sought 

to undermine what God had said. 

 He goes on to directly contradict God’s words. He told the woman in 

Genesis 3:4, “Ye shall not surely die.” God had said they would die. Satan said, 

“No you won’t.” Really, what Satan is saying here is, “God lied! He isn’t telling 

you the truth.” 

 We could go on and on through the pages of Scripture and see how the devil 

has consistently and relentlessly sought to oppose the will of God. He is God’s 

enemy, and this makes him our enemy. 

 In verse 8 from our text Peter tells Christians that the devil is “your 

adversary.” This word “adversary” can be used to refer to an enemy in general, but 



it can also refer to an opponent in a lawsuit.  In this sense, an adversary is someone 1

who would stand before a judge and accuse you. 

 The devil is certainly our adversary in this sense. The prophet Zachariah had 

a vision of Satan standing at the right hand of Joshua, the high priest of the 

restoration when Israel returned out of the Babylonian captivity. Satan stood there 

to oppose or accuse Joshua before God. By extension, Satan stood there to accuse 

the whole nation of Israel before God. 

 In Revelation 12:10 the devil is referred to as, “the accuser of our brethren . . 

. which accused them before our God day and night.” The devil is a tireless enemy. 

As long as he has any power to attack, his campaigns against you will not cease. 

 Were we on our own, we would have no hope. But in I John 2:1b we are 

told, “We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” The devil 

is our adversary, he accuses us. But Jesus Christ is our Savior, and He defends us. 

 It is also true in a much more broad sense that the devil is our enemy. The 

devil blinds and deceives the lost. II Corinthians 4:3-4 “But if our gospel be hid, it 

is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 

of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 

image of God, should shine unto them.” 

 Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, W. E. Vine, p. 34.1



 The devil accuses man before God as we have seen in Job 1 and Revelation 

12. The devil accuses God before man as we have seen in Genesis 3. The devil will 

never give up. 

 We are told in Revelation that Satan will be bound for 1000 years. At the end 

of that 1000 years he will be released once again and he will go right back to doing 

what he has always done. Consider Revelation 20:7-9, “And when the thousand 

years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to 

deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 

gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 

they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints 

about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 

devoured them.” At the end of 1000 years Satan will pick up right where he left off 

as the adversary of God and God’s people. 

 What is the devil trying to accomplish? What is the devil’s goal? The devil 

will never be God’s equal, and from the verses we have already looked at this 

morning, it seems apparent that the devil knows this. In spite of all his pride and 

arrogance the devil knows he will never be God’s equal. 

 The devil is not competing with God to be better than Him. God and the 

devil are not in some sort of a competition to see who will be better. The devil 

knows he could never win. 



 The devil doesn’t seek to be holier than God. Rather, he seeks to overwhelm 

the holy with the profane. 

 The devil doesn’t seek to outdo God’s work as Creator. Rather, he seeks to 

destroy that which God has created. 

 The devil doesn’t seek to somehow be more true than God. Rather, he seeks 

to undermine God’ truth with his lies. 

 In the end, what the devil wants worship. He can’t get it God’s way. He will 

never be worthy of worship that way. Rather, he seeks worship by being the 

opposite of everything God is. 

 The temptation Satan put before our Lord in the wilderness really reveals his 

heart. Luke 4:5-7, “And the devil, taking him [Jesus] up into an high mountain, 

shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil 

said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is 

delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. If thou therefore wilt 

worship me, all shall be thine.” 

 Worship: that’s what the devil wants. He wanted it from Jesus, and he wants 

it from you. Keep the words of our Lord close to your heart. Luke 4:8, “And Jesus 

answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 

worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 



 Peter goes on in our text to describe the devil as “a roaring lion, [that] 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” First, consider the devil described 

as a “roaring lion.” 

 Have you ever seen a lion at a zoo? Usually, zoo lions are not very 

intimidating. They are well fed and generally happy and quiet. Even if they do roar, 

you are not afraid because you know the lion cannot get to you. 

 It is a different story, I imagine, when you encounter a lion in the wild. Dr. 

David Livingstone, the famous Scottish missionary to Africa was once recruited to 

help hunt down a lion that was terrorizing the village where he was working. He 

encountered the lion and fired both barrels of his gun, but the bullets had no 

immediate effect. The lion charged and grabbed his shoulder in its powerful jaws, 

crushing the bone in his upper arm. As Dr. Livingstone would later say, the lion 

shook him “like a terrier shakes a rat.” Dr. Livingstone had no power to resist. The 

lion then dropped the missionary and turned on the natives, gravely injuring two of 

them before the missionary’s bullets finally took effect and the lion dropped dead. 

Dr. Livingstone had underestimated the strength of the lion and the pain from the 

injury to his shoulder would stay with him and remind him of this mistake for the 

rest of his life. 

 Peter describes the devil as a roaring lion and we would do well to not 

underestimate the strength and resolve of our spiritual enemy. As a roaring lion is 

hungry, fierce, strong and cruel, so is our enemy the devil.  



 Peter goes on to describe the activities of the devil: “The devil, as a roaring 

lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” This is not merely 

metaphorical language. The devil really does go up and down in the earth, seeking 

those whom he may destroy. We are told this much in Job 1:7 and Job 2:2.  These 

verses are nearly identical. “And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? 

Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and 

from walking up and down in it.” (Job 1:7) The devil never rests on his mission of 

destruction, and this lead us into the next point: Our Duty to Resist. 

 We have considered our enemy the devil. We have studied who he is: a real, 

personal being; created as a highly exalted angel; but now fallen and the enemy of 

God and God’s people. We have considered the devil’s goal of receiving worship. 

He can never be worthy of worship as God is worthy of worship, so he seeks 

worship as the opposite of all that God is. In our text the devil is described as a 

roaring lion: a hungry, fierce, strong, cruel, and relentless enemy. 

II. Our Duty to Resist 

 First, we must be spiritually aware. Verse 8 begins by telling us, “Be sober, 

be vigilant.” Let’s consider this word, “sober.” This is the third time Peter has used 

this particular word in this epistle. It carries with it the idea of governing both the 

inward and outward man with temperance, modesty, and mortification.  



 It might be helpful to think of it this way: “What is the opposite of sober?” If 

we are not sober, what are we? Drunk? Inebriated? Intoxicated? Stupefied? 

 I’m not talking about alcohol.  I’m talking about spiritual warfare. 

 We live in the midst of a battlefield. The battle doesn’t stop if we decide to 

live in a stupefied state: drunk on the lusts of the flesh, unaware of the danger 

around us, unaware of our adversary the devil who goes about as a roaring lion 

seeking those whom he may devour. 

 We cannon afford the leisure of living in a stupefied state. We cannot afford 

shallow Bible study. We cannot afford a flippant attitude toward spiritual matters. 

We cannot afford spiritual apathy. 

 Peter implores us to be sober, to wake up and be aware of the spiritual 

danger that surrounds us. We struggle daily against our flesh, and to be spiritually 

sober we must daily mortify, put to death, the desires of our fallen nature. This is 

something we must do ourselves. 

 We must guard against the attitude that says, “You be spiritually sober, and 

I’ll just tag along with you.” That’s not how spiritual sobriety works. There are no 

spiritual designated drivers in the church. Your pastor can’t be spiritually sober for 

you. Your Sunday school teacher can’t be spiritually sober for you. No one can be 

spiritually sober for you. If you are a Christian, you are under command as an 

individual to be sober. 



 We must be sober, serious minded. Sober because we have an enemy. Sober 

because this enemy is strong and cruel and unrelenting. 

 We are also instructed to be vigilant. We must be watchful. We must be alert 

and looking out for spiritual danger. Again, it might be helpful for us to consider 

the opposite of vigilant to give us some contrast. 

 If you are not vigilant, if you are not watchful, you are secure and careless. 

Why might we be secure and careless? It could be that we are just not spiritually 

aware. We didn’t know that we have an enemy like a roaring lion who is actively 

seeking to do us harm. It could be that we have never heard or read this passage 

before. 

 It could be that we have heard this, but we just don’t care. We are so drunk 

on the lusts of the flesh that we don’t care that we have an enemy. We are too 

inebriated to be vigilant. 

 Another possibility is that we have a shallow and inconsistent application of 

the commands of God’s Word. If you look back in I Peter 5 to verse 7, there we are 

told, “Casting all your care upon him (Jesus); for he careth for you.” We might 

incorrectly apply this verse or others like it to excuse our spiritual apathy. We 

might say, “I’m saved. I’m casting all my cares upon Jesus. So it doesn’t matter if 

I’m vigilant.” Yet the Word of God guards against that very error by telling us in 

the very next verse, “Be sober. Be vigilant.”  



 The Word of God calls us to be vigilant, watchful, alert and on guard against 

our enemy the devil, but being sober and vigilant is not enough. The first time 

Peter implored us to be sober in I Peter 1:13, he tied it in with resting in the hope 

that we have in Jesus Christ. The second time Peter implored us to be sober in I 

Peter 4:7, he tied it in with prayer. In our text this morning, the third and final time 

Peter implores us to be sober, he ties it in with resistance. 

 We must resist the devil. “Resist” means “stand up against.” This is a 

command for the redeemed, for Christians, for members of the body of Christ. 

 The natural man has no innate ability to resist the devil. The world is, at the 

present time, his domain.  The Bible calls the devil “god of this world” in II 

Corinthians 4:4. He is also referred to as the “prince of this world” in John 12:31, 

14:30, 16:11. The natural man, bound in sin, is under the dominion of Satan and 

has no innate ability to resist him. It is the common grace of God that holds men 

back from the whole potential for evil that exists within each persons sinful heart. 

This is why is is such a terrible and fearful judgment when the Bible says that God 

will give men over to our reprobate minds. In such a state, man has no hope of 

resisting the devil. 

 Are you living under the dominion of Satan? You might scoff at such a 

question. You might think to yourself: “I am my own man. I don’t live under the 

domain of anyone: not God, not the devil, not anyone else.” 



 I can only tell you what the Bible says. The Bible teaches that this world is 

currently the domain of the devil. He is the lord and orchestrator of the 

principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkness of this world, and the spiritual 

wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12). Unless you are a Christian, you are 

living under the domain of Satan. 

 The Bible clearly teaches that the devil is going to hell for all eternity, don’t 

go with him. Repent of your sin, call upon the Lord for salvation, and you will be 

saved.  This is what the Bible teaches. Today is the day of God’s grace, you might 

not have tomorrow. As Thomas Watson once wrote: “Tomorrow may be your dying 

day, let today be your repenting day.” Until you are saved by the grace of God 

working the miracle of salvation in your heart, you have no innate ability to resist 

the devil. 

 Clearly this command to resist found in our text is is for the believer, the 

child of God. 

 How are we to resist the devil? Our text is very clear: we are to resist the 

devil “steadfast in the faith.” 

 Before we talk about what this means, let’s deal with some common 

misconceptions. First, we do not live under the sovereignty of the devil. There is 

one God who is sovereign, and it isn’t the devil. Again, the devil is a created being. 

He is not omnipresent (present everywhere all the time). He is not omniscient (all-

knowing). 



 You should never pray to the devil. This is a practice that is fairly common 

in some Christian circles. People pray, addressing the devil, to rebuke Him. 

 This is a waste of time. First, you don’t even know if the devil is around to 

hear your rebuke. Second, even if he is around, why would he listen to you? He has 

a history of rebellion. He doesn’t do well following instructions. If he would not 

obey God, why would he obey you 

 Another common misconception about resisting the devil is the idea that 

Christians can somehow bind the devil. You, Christian, have no authority to bind 

the devil. Nowhere in the Bible will you find that authority given to believers. If 

you or any other Christian had that authority, why would God need to bind the 

devil in Revelation 20?  

 If any of you have that authority, bind the devil and leave him bound. That 

would solve a lot of problems for the rest of us.   

 Of course, you can’t bind the devil. You don’t have the authority to bind the 

devil. No human has that authority. 

 Another misconception is that there is some sort of hyper-mystical sense in 

which we, as Christians, can combat the devil. There are no incantations to recite.  

There are no special formulas of things to make or say or pray. Anything like that 

has absolutely no basis in Scripture. We are not called to engage the devil in some 

sort of hyper-mystical combat. 



 Rather, Scripture is very clear and tells us to resist the devil “steadfast in the 

faith.” How do you resist the devil? You stand firm in the Christian faith. You live 

according to the commands God gives us in His Word. 

 Read Scripture. Study Scripture. Meditate on Scripture. Memorize Scripture. 

Apply Scripture to your life. Know sound doctrine and obey the truth of the Word 

of God. This is how you stand firm in the faith. This is how you resist the devil. 

 Near the end of the book of Ephesians there is a passage of Scripture that 

lists the armor of God, the spiritual armor God has given us to fight spiritual battles 

with. The only offensive weapon we have been given is listed in Ephesians 6:17: 

“The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

 The Word of God is the weapon we have been given to wage spiritual 

warfare with. The Word of God works on both the enemy without, the devil, and 

on the enemy within, our own sinful flesh. Do not neglect the Word of God. 

 The Word of God is the weapon our Lord raised against Satan while tempted 

in the wilderness. Three times Satan assaulted our Lord with great temptations. 

Three times Jesus parried him with Scripture. 

 Spurgeon once said, “Cast away the wooden sword of carnal reasoning. 

Trust not in human eloquence but arm yourselves with the solemn declaration of 

God, who cannot lie, and you need not fear Satan and all his hosts. Jesus selected 

the best weapon. What was best for Him is best for you.”  

 Arm yourself with the Word of God. 



 Consider why God tells us to put on our spiritual armor: Ephesians 6:11, 

“Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil.”  

 “That you may be able to stand.” The word “steadfast” in our text comes 

from the same root word as this word “stand.” These passages are talking about the 

same thing. We resist the devil by standing steadfast in the faith. 

 John Calvin commented on this passage from our text, “Resist, he says; but 

some one may ask, how? To this he answers, there is sufficient strength in faith. . . . 

Faith alone is our victory over the world.” 

 From our text this morning we have considered our enemy the devil. We 

have studied who he is: a real, personal being; created as a highly exalted angel; 

but now fallen and the enemy of God and God’s people. We have considered the 

devil’s goal of receiving worship. He can never be worthy of worship as God is 

worthy of worship, so he seeks worship as the opposite of all that God is. In our 

text the devil is described as a roaring lion: a hungry, fierce, strong, cruel, and 

relentless enemy.  

 We have also been instructed from our text on our responsibility to resist the 

devil. First, we must be spiritually aware. We are to be sober and vigilant. And 

then, aware of our enemy the devil, we must resist him by standing steadfast in the 

faith. 



 These are not complex instructions we receive from the Word of God this 

morning, but they can be very difficult instructions to follow. The end of verse 9 

addresses this and gives us some encouragement. 

III. Our Encouragement in Affliction 

 Listen to what the Word of God says: “knowing that the same afflictions are 

accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.”  

 Before we get to the encouragement that we find in this verse, I want to 

point out one more thing about affliction that can be drawn from this verse. In 

verse 8 we are warned to guard against our great enemy, the devil. But the word 

that is used here in verse 9 for “affliction" is in no way limited to hardships that 

originate with the devil. 

 This word “afflictions” refers to any and all sorts of hardship and pain and 

suffering. Persecution, disease, financial hardship, emotional trauma: all these 

things and more are potential afflictions we will face. The devil may not be the 

cause of these afflictions, but he can use any of these things to attack our faith. 

This means that in every affliction we must be prepared for spiritual warfare. Our 

enemy is relentless and merciless. We must be sober and vigilant in every 

circumstance of life. 

 Now let’s consider the encouragement we see in this verse. 



 First, the same afflictions are accomplished in our brethren. It should 

comfort and encourage us to know that the afflictions we face, the various forms of 

suffering we endure, are common with all the children of God.  

 One of the old lies of Satan is that your suffering is unique and that no one 

else could possibly understand your affliction. If you buy into this lie it will drive a 

wedge between you and the church, the body of Christ. It will separate you from 

the fellowship of the local church body. The church body is the very structure God 

has provided to help, and encourage, and grow, and strengthen us so that we can 

successfully stand steadfast in the faith. 

 You are not alone. You are a part of a body. One of the core functions of the 

body is to care for every member. Don’t believe the lie of the enemy that you must 

face your affliction alone. Find comfort and encouragement as a member of the 

local church body. 

 Next, we see from this passage that the “same afflictions are accomplished 

in your brethren that are in the world.” All of God’s people, throughout the world, 

in every era of history, have suffered. This does not sound like encouragement. 

 There is suffering in the world, and this suffering is inescapable. We just 

talked about the church, but the church is not a means to escape affliction. There is 

fellowship with the saints, like we have already talked about. This provides us with 

strength and encouragement as we face affliction, but the church is not a means to 

escape affliction. 



 How can we be encouraged when we consider these words of scripture: 

“afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world?”  

 We can be encouraged because the afflictions in the world are not escapable, 

but the world will not go on forever. Peter has already reminded us in this epistle 

that this world is not our home. 

 In the very first verse, I Peter 1:1 Peter refers to Christians as “strangers.” 

 In verse 4 he reminds us that our inheritance is not in this world but in 

Heaven. 

 In verse 17 he refers to our time here on earth as our “sojourning here,” our 

lives here are only temporary. 

 In chapter 2, in verse 11 Christians are referred to again as “strangers and 

pilgrims.” 

 In chapter 5, in verses 4 and 6 we are reminded that our Lord is coming back 

for us and that when He returns, those who have humbled themselves before Him 

will be exalted. 

 This is good news! Afflictions abound in the world, but this world is passing 

away! Our hope is not in this world. 

 Jesus said to his disciples in John 16:33, “In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  

 There are still battles to fight here on earth. But the war has been won. There 

is no question about how this is going to end. The devil roars like a lion, fierce and 



terrible, ruthless and relentless, but try as he might he can never win in the end. 

Our afflictions are in this world, and they will pass away with this world. 

 I think one of the most encouraging passages in Scripture is Revelation 

21:1-5, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 

earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, 

new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 

people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe 

away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 

crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said 

unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.” 

 This is our hope. This is our encouragement. This is our future as Christians. 

 From our text this morning we have considered our enemy the devil, our 

responsibility to resist him, and have we received encouragement in the midst of 

our afflictions.  

 I want to close with this quote from Thomas Watson: “Soon the battle will 

be over. It will not be long now before the day will come when Satan will no 

longer trouble us. There will be no more domination, temptation, accusation, or 



confrontation. Our warfare will be over and our commander, Jesus Christ, will call 

us away from the battlefield to receive the victor’s crown.” 

 Until that blessed day, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 

devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist 

stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the world.”


