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Volume 44b, No. 43, November 5, 2019 / Southside Baptist Church /
P.O. Box 1594 / 1028 South Water Avenue, Gallatin, TN 37066 (615)
452-5951 / The Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible
Study, plus local church news notes— designed first and foremost for members and those
attending services at Southside Church; and is sent forth with the desire to aid one and all,
(including friends far and wide), in the experience of 2 Peter 3:18. ”But grow in grace, and in
the knowledge of our LORD and Savior JESUS CHRIST. To Him be glory both now and
forever.

A SERIOUS LOOK AT THE LOCAL CHURCH, Part 4
THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF JUST ONE FAITHFUL TEEN! (William Borden's
life… Quotations taken from Borden of Yale, by Mrs. Howard Taylor, Moody Press,
Chicago)

In 1904 William Borden graduated from a Chicago high school. As heir to the
Borden family fortune, he was already wealthy. For his high school
graduation present, his parents gave 16-year-old Borden a trip
around the world. As the young man traveled through Asia, the Middle
East, and Europe, he felt a growing burden for the world's hurting people.
Finally, Bill Borden wrote home about his "desire to be a
missionary."1
One friend expressed disbelief that Bill was "throwing himself away as a
missionary!" In response, Borden wrote two words in the back of his Bible:
"No Reserves!" Even though young Borden was wealthy, he arrived on
the campus of Yale University in 1905 trying to look like just one more
freshman. Very quickly, however, Borden's classmates noticed something
unusual about him and it wasn't that he had lots of money. One of them
wrote:
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"He came to college far ahead, spiritually, of any of us. He had
already given his heart in full surrender to Christ and had really
done it.
We who were his classmates learned to lean on him and find in him a
strength that was solid as a rock, just because of this settled purpose and
consecration."2
During his college years, Bill Borden made an entry in his personal
journal that defined what his classmates were seeing in him. That
entry said simply: "Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to JESUS every

time."
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Borden's first disappointment at Yale came when the university president
spoke in convocation about the students' need of "having a fixed purpose."
After that speech, Borden wrote: "He neglected to say what our
purpose should be, and where we should get the ability to
persevere and the strength to resist temptations." 4 Surveying the
Yale faculty and much of the student body, Borden lamented what he saw
as the end result of an empty, humanistic philosophy: moral weakness and
sin-ruined lives.
During his first semester at Yale, Borden started something that
would transform campus life. One of his friends described how it began:
"It was well on in the first term when Bill and I began to pray together in
the morning before breakfast.
I cannot say positively whose suggestion it was, but I feel sure it must have
originated with Bill. We had been meeting only a short time when a third
student joined us and soon after a fourth. The time was spent in prayer
after a brief reading of Scripture. Bill's handling of Scripture was
helpful. . . He would read to us from the Bible, show us something that God
had promised and then proceed to claim the promise with assurance." 5
Borden's small Morning Prayer group gave birth to a movement that
soon spread across the campus. By the end of his first year, 150
freshmen were meeting weekly for Bible study and prayer. By the time
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Bill Borden was a senior, 1,000 of Yale's 1,300 students were
meeting in such groups.
Borden made it his habit to seek out the most "incorrigible" students and try
to bring them to salvation. "In his sophomore year we organized Bible study
groups and divided up the class of 300 or more, each man interested taking
a certain number, so that all might, if possible, be reached. The names were
gone over one by one, and the question asked, 'Who will take this
person?'
When it came to someone thought to be a hard proposition, there would be
an ominous pause. Nobody wanted the responsibility. Then Bill's voice
would be heard, 'Put him down to me.'"6
Borden's outreach ministry was not confined to the Yale campus. He cared
about widows and orphans and the disabled. He rescued drunks from the
streets of New Haven. To try to rehabilitate them, he founded the Yale Hope
Mission.
One of Bill Borden's friends wrote that he "might often be found in the lower
parts of the city at night, on the street, in a cheap lodging house or some
restaurant to which he had taken a poor hungry fellow to feed him, seeking
to lead men to Christ."7
Borden's missionary call narrowed to the Muslim Kansu people in China.
Once he fixed his eyes on that goal, Borden never wavered. He also
challenged his classmates to consider missionary service.
One of them said of him: "He certainly was one of the strongest
characters I have ever known, and he put backbone into the rest of
us at college. There was real iron in him, and I always felt he was of
the stuff martyrs were made of, and heroic missionaries of more
modern times."8
Although he was a millionaire, Bill seemed to "realize always that he
must be about his Father's business, and not wasting time in the
pursuit of amusement."9 Although Borden refused to join a fraternity, "he
did more with his classmates in his senior year than ever before." He
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presided over the huge student missionary conference held at Yale and
served as president of the honor society Phi Beta Kappa.
Upon graduation from Yale, Borden turned down some high-paying job
offers. In his Bible, he wrote two more words: "No retreats!"
William Borden went on to do graduate work at Princeton Seminary in New
Jersey.
When he finished his studies at Princeton, he sailed for China.
Because he was hoping to work with Muslims, he stopped first in Egypt
to study Arabic. While there, he contracted spinal meningitis.

Within a month, 25-year-old William Borden was dead!
When the news of William Whiting Borden's death was cabled back to the
U.S., the story was carried by nearly every American newspaper. "A
wave of sorrow went round the world . . . Borden not only gave (away)
his wealth, but himself, in a way so joyous and natural that it (seemed) a
privilege rather than a sacrifice" wrote Mary Taylor in her introduction to his
biography.10
Was Borden's untimely death a waste? Not in God's perspective. Prior
to his death, Borden had written two more words in his Bible. Underneath
the words "No reserves!" and "No retreats!"
Bill Borden had written, "No regrets!"
[Portions based on material in Daily Bread, December 31, 1988, and The Yale Standard, Fall 1970 edition.] Chronology / Dates:
November 1, 1887 -- birth / 1904 -- High school graduation (Chicago) 1905 -- Round-the-world trip / 1909 -- Yale graduation /
December 17, 1912 -- Sails for Egypt on way to China / April 9, 1913 -- Death in Egypt 1Taylor, Mrs. Howard. Borden of Yale '09.
Philadelphia: China Inland Mission, 1926, page 75. 2Ibid., page 98. 3Ibid., page 122. 4Ibid., page 90. 5Ibid., page 97. 6Ibid., page 150.
7
Ibid., page 148. 8Ibid., page 149. 9Ibid., page 149. 10Ibid., page ix.

*************************************************************************************

Bill Borden was but manifesting what we find in Acts 2:41-47! The
Characteristics of being a New Creation in Christ Jesus, Acts 2:4247— Any New Testament Christian who is not grieving or quenching the
Holy Spirit will be found in faith actions such as—
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a. Continual devotion to the study of the Word of God. b. Learning the
doctrines of the Word of God and having fellowship with other believers.
c. Partaking of the LORD’S SUPPER. d. Prayer with other believers.
e. Reverential fear of God. f. Sharing possessions with one another so
that no one is left ‘out in the cold.’ g. Sharing meals with other saints in
Christ with gladness and joy.
h. Praising God. i. Having respect from neighbors who are, doubtless,
impressed by the new supernatural lifestyle of the believers. j. Into such
an environment, God adds more believers!

NOTES OF APPLICATION:
1. YOUTH MINISTRY: Bill Borden’s story began when he was age 16.
Borden MODELS for us a BIBLICAL YOUTH MINISTRY! [Amplification:
Looking in the New Testament for a Biblical Youth ministry, the
‘model’ is— ** The Mother and Grandmother of Timothy causing him to
‘know’ the Word of God from the time of infancy which leads to salvation, 2
Timothy 3:15; *** Mentoring/discipleship by godly adults in the local church,
2 Timothy 3:10, 14; **** Receiving the Word of God for its intended
purposes, 2 Timothy 3:16-17.]
2. DISCIPLESHIP: Bill Borden’s story, during his college days, models the
truth that every Christian is God-called to be a proclaimer of the Gospel of
Christ! Every Christian is to be a proclaimer of Good News! (Acts 8:1) Here
is the NEW TESTAMENT formula for advancing the cause of Christ:
Holy, love-filled lives

+ bold speaking lips + hands reaching forth to give

out Gospel portions and/or hands demonstrating deeds of kindness, all
being carried along with “beautiful feet!” (Romans 12:13-15)

=

Great

Gospel Preaching!
Such planting and watering of Gospel Seed

=

+ the work of the Holy

Spirit in hearts
the increase of souls saved.
together with God!” (1 Cor. 3:6-9)

“For we are laborers
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THEREFORE: Every LORD’S DAY, our worship and equipping
services should be concluded with a united prayer of BEING SENT FORTH
into our mission fields!
IN THE School of Jesus:
1. JESUS is with us in fellowship and communion in the assembly of saints !
2. JESUS teaches us. 3. JESUS sends us forth. 4. We come back for more
communion and teaching; and then back to our assignments; … PLUS, 5. A
vital part of CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP Is TESTIFYING OF WHAT GOD
HAS DONE FOR OUR SOUL!
** Psalm 22:22, 25— I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in
the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. My praise shall
be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before
them that fear him.
*** Psalm 35:18— I will give thee thanks in
congregation: I will praise thee among much people.

the

great

**** Psalm 66:16— Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will
declare what He has done for my soul.
IMAGINE THE IMPACT THE FOLLOWING PRACTICE WILL MAKE!
Before Sunday School, between Sunday School and the Worship hour, after
the worship hour and during lunch, etc… we share one with another after
this manner:
“This week… or today… or from Daily Bible reading, or from the
Sunday School lesson, or from the preached Word of God, etc—
GOD SPOKE TO ME from HIS WORD!”
THAT IS: “God spoke to me today… convicting… God spoke to me today…
encouraging… God spoke to me today… instructing… God spoke to me
today… rebuking/correcting…” “GOD SPOKE TO ME TODAY and brought
me from death to life…”
THUS, when we READ/STUDY the Word of God and/or when we
participate in a group Bible Study and/or when we sit under
the sound of the preaching of the Word of God— LET US be
asking ourselves questions like—
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Is there a sin to confess?

Are there promises to claim?

Are there commands of God to obey?

Are there examples to follow?

Is there error to avoid?
Is there truth to believe?
Is there PRAISE and THANKSGIVING to give to God?

And then, we TESTIFY in the midst of the Congregation:
Psalm 35:18— I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will
praise thee among much people.
Ps. 66:16— Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will declare what
He has done for my soul.

Grace to all in Christ! James Bell

James Bell www southsidegallatin.org
**** SHARE the Preaching of the Word of God!
http://www.southsidegallatin.org/Listen_to_other_sermons_on_ser
monaudio/

SOUTHSIDE NEWS NOTES:
TUESDAYS: Come and sing every Tuesday night at Gallatin
Health Care Nursing Home. Meet at the front door at 5:15PM.
WEDNESDAYS:  6:30pm— Wednesday CHURCH PRAYER
SERVICE
 Enter via IRON STEPS, side door.
WEDNESDAYS:  6:30pm— Youth Activities and Bible Study—
enter, side double doors.
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WEDNESDAYS:  6:30pm— Young Family Prayer Time! THIS
IS a time of Bible study and prayer geared toward families with
children in the nursery and pre-K class. Enter at double doors,
under AWNING.

*** LADIES BIBLE STUDY: NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON
NOVEMBER 12, 2019 @ 11:00am; Continuing in LUKE.
ENTER at the back of the church building, [Under AWNING, open
at 10:30am… re-locked at 11:10am]

*** MEN’s Fellowship/Bible Study: EVERY SATURDAY @
8:00am: (STUDY: THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN!) ENTER
AT THE back of Church building… DOUBLE DOORS, under the
drive-thru awning. [DOORS OPEN FOR FELLOWSHIP, Juice,
coffee, Hardee’s biscuits, & Donuts at 7:30am!]

SUNDAY SERVICES, NOVEMBER 10, 17, 24
9:30am— Sunday School Classes for All Ages
10:45am— Sunday Morning Worship Service
SPECIAL EVENTS ON THE FOLLOWING SUNDAYS:
** November 10 — FAITHFUL MEN, 5:30PM… (Studying the
1689 Confession of Faith)
*** November 17 — LORD’S SUPPER, at the end of the
Morning Worship
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HOME GROUPS… some at 5pm
**************************************

**** November 24, 25, 26, 27— at 6:00pm (Sunday-

Wednesday)… THE CREATION GUYS from Australia, (John
Mackay and Joseph Hubbard), will be speaking at
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST, Gallatin, Tn / 1028 South Water
Avenue. (QUESTIONS… Leave voice mail at 615-452-5951)

* Sunday, 11/24 @ 6pm —
Fear God, not man! The Real Homophobes! Gender and
Creation!
** Monday, 11/25 @ 6pm —
CHRIST, Creator & Creation! Animal Rights and Human
Wrongs!
*** Tuesday, 11/26 @ 6pm —
CLIMATE WARNINGS: The Real ROLES of God, man and
satan in the weather!
**** Wednesday, 11/27 @ 6pm —
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“THANK YOU for DESIGN! JESUS we THANK YOU!”

John Mackay has a long history of successfully presenting and
defending BIBLICAL CREATION and EXALTING CHRIST THE
CREATOR!
John is a great communicator of Biblical Creation truth in Home School
Meetings, Schools, and Churches; and in prestigious institutions of higher
learning as he successfully debates learned Evolutionist scholars. By the
grace of God, John has been able to demonstrate time and time
again, that ‘GOD’S TRUTH ALWAYS TRUMPS BAD SCIENCE!’ AS JOHN
COMES TO GALLATIN, THIS YEAR, he is joined by a very fine, young British
geologist, researcher, and Bible teacher, the UK Creation Guy, Joseph
Hubbard.
WE INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THESE SPECIAL MEETINGS, as John and
Joseph “share God’s Word about God’s World
and the Creator Christ who made it!
WHERE: Southside Baptist Church, 1028 South Water Avenue,
GALLATIN, TN 37066
WHEN: November 24, 25, 26, 27 / TIME: 6PM, all services
CONTACT: James Bell @ 615-452-5951, Leave message/questions.
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EMAIL: secretary@southsidegallatin.org

