
Basic Christian Conduct 

I Peter 3:8-12 

“Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as 

brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: 

but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should 

inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his 

tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do 

good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the 

righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 

against them that do evil. 

 My sophomore year in college I took a class called “Bible Doctrines.” It 

wasn’t on my course outline until my junior year, but I took it early because I 

wanted to get it over with. I did not think I would enjoy a systematic study of Bible 

doctrines. Not only was I presently surprised to find that I enjoyed the class, but I 

found it to be a tremendous spiritual blessing. When you study Biblical doctrines, 

you build a foundation for Biblical living. Actions don’t exist in a vacuum. What 

you believe will determine how you live.  

 I Peter is a book of deep, deep doctrine. This epistle teaches us so much 

about God: Who He is and what He is like. We are taught about Jesus Christ, and 



what He has done for us. We are taught about ourselves: who we are, what has 

been done on our behalf, and our identity once we are in Christ.  

 But I Peter is also an intensely practical book. In many ways it reminds me 

of the book of James. There is so much here about what Christianity will look like 

lived out. That’s what out text this morning deals with, which is why I titled this 

sermon, “Basic Christian Conduct.” 

  The instruction the Bible gives in this text is clear, concise, straightforward, 

and very simple. At the same time it is very difficult, and impossible for us to 

accomplish on our own. We must prayerfully rely on the Holy Spirit within us if 

we are to follow the instructions this passage gives us for basic christian conduct.  

I. Peter’s Audience 

  

 Verse 8 begins with the word “finally.” This is not introducing a false end to 

the epistle. Peter wasn’t working on his conclusion here and then decided to add 

another two and a half chapters. Peter still has a much to teach in this epistle. 

 This “finally” introduces the final point for this section of teaching.  Peter 

began to address specific facets of a Christian’s responsibility back in Chapter 2. 

 In I Peter 2:13-17 we are taught the Christian’s responsibility as a citizen to 

submit to government authority. 



 In I Peter 2:18-20 we are taught the Christian’s responsibility to submit to 

our authority in the workplace. 

 In I Peter 3:1-6 we are taught the responsibility of the Christian wife to 

submit to her husband. 

 In I Peter 3:7 we are taught the responsibility of the Christian husband to 

honor, nurture, and protect the wife. 

 The “finally” at the beginning of verse 8 introduces Peter’s conclusion to 

this section of teaching.  

 The instruction Peter gives here is for every Christian. The next three words 

if verse 8 are, “be ye all.”  

 Not, “be ye some.” 

 Not, “be ye most.” 

 But, “Be ye all.” 

 The instruction Peter gives in this passage is not for just a particular group of 

people. It is not just for citizens, or servants, or wives, or husbands. This is for all 

Christians. “Be ye all.” 

 Now look down to verse 10. In verse 10, Peter again addresses his audience 

and writes: “He that will love life and see good days.” 

 This is actually a quote from Psalm 34:12. The whole world could fit that 

description: People who love life and want to see good days. 



 That is really what everyone wants. People want to love life. People want to 

enjoy life. They want to get good out of it, to have “good days.” 

 Unfortunately, most people have no idea how to do this. Some people look 

for fulfillment in a career, or money, or possessions. Some people look for 

fulfillment in fame, or experiences, or education. But none of it works. 

 Robin Williams, Marilyn Monroe, Ernest Hemingway; we could go on and 

on listing examples of people who had all the world could offer: success, money, 

fame, and yet they committed suicide. They could not find the good life they 

sought, and in terrible despair they took their own lives. 

 This passage is addressed to people who “will love life and see good days.” 

There is only one way to reach that goal, and that’s God’s way. This passage gives 

us instructions so we can live a fulfilled life. 

 Peter is writing to Christians. To all Christians. To those who will “love life 

and see good days.” And he is going to give us instruction to that end. He is going 

to give us instruction for basic Christian conduct. 

II. Peter’s Instruction 

 Before we get to the instruction itself, we need to know in what relationship 

we are to apply this instruction. Is this instruction for the relationship between a 



Christian and other Christians? Or a Christian and the world? Or a Christian and 

everyone? 

 I believe the first line of application is between Christians and other 

Christians. Clearly, we cannot have “unity of mind” like verse 8 talks about, with 

the world. Our first and deepest feelings of compassion and love should be toward 

other Christians. 

 However, the attitudes outlined in this passage are basic instructions for 

Christian living. While the first line of application is for the church specifically, 

these attitudes and responses should characterize Christians in general. 

 Peter’s instruction begins with a call to unity: “Be ye all of one mind” (v. 8). 

The word that is translated here as “one mind” is only used this one time in the 

Bible and it means just what it says: “Like-minded; harmonious, of one mind.” 

 What does it mean: “Be ye all of one mind.” How can we do that? What 

does that look like? 

 There should be a natural, unmistakeable, undeniable unity within the body 

of Christ. Both within a local body of believers, like this church body, and among 

all Christians around the world. 

 This unity comes from Jesus Christ. If we truly recognize Jesus Christ as our 

head, if we are honestly walking in submission to His authority, how could we 

have anything but unity? 



 Unity doesn’t require uniformity. We can have differ on some points of 

doctrine or practice and still have unity. We can use different bible translations and 

still have unity. We can have different views on prophecy and still have unity. The 

stronger Christian who has great liberty can still have unity with a weaker 

Christian who has very little liberty.  

 It is a great tragedy when unity is lost among Christians over non-essential 

issues. Unity doesn’t require uniformity. 

 Unity also doesn’t require us to embrace false doctrine. There are Christian 

leaders all across the country and around the world who are embracing teaching 

that directly contradicts the Word of God, and they do so in the name of unity. 

 Unity doesn’t require us to embrace false doctrine. In fact, unity should lead 

us to defend and rally around true doctrine. It is in our doctrine that we find the 

source of our unity. False doctrine must be confronted and dealt with. 

 The Apostle Peter himself experienced this. Peter had been influenced by a 

false doctrine. In Galatians 2:14 it is recorded for us that Paul confronted Peter 

about the false doctrine of the Judaizers. In Acts 15 we see that God worked 

through Paul’s rebuke to draw Peter and others back to the truth. 

 Without true doctrine, any unity Christianity has is a false unity unity. It is 

no better than the unity of any loosely associated group of people. If someone 

rejects the Gospel of Jesus Christ, if someone is preaching a different gospel, if 



someone is teaching false doctrine against the clear revelation of Scripture, than it 

is impossible to have Christian unity with them. 

 Our unity is founded on our relationship with Christ. Without the headship 

of Christ, there can be no true unity among professing Christians. With the 

headship Christ, there must be unity among Christians. We must, “be ye all of one 

mind.” 

 Next, Peter instructs us to have compassion: “Having compassion one of 

another” (v. 8). I believe this ties in with what Peter has just told us about unity. 

There may be times when outside forces or internal foes may put a strain on unity. 

So we are given this overriding command for compassion: “Having compassion 

one of another.” 

 Compassion is more than just a bad feeling over the troubles or suffering of 

another. There is an element of love involved. Noah Webster wrote, “Compassion 

is a mixed passion, compounded of love and sorrow.”  1

 One of the main themes in I Peter is suffering. Peter brings it up over and 

over and over again. Peter tells us that Christians will face suffering. Peter tells us 

how Christians should respond to suffering in their own lives. And here Peter tells 

us how we should respond to suffering in the lives of other Christians. 

 When a brother or sister is suffering, we ought to respond with compassion. 

“Having compassion one of another.” 

 Webster 1828 Dictionary1



 Peter continues his instruction in verse 8: “Love as brethren” (v. 8). The 

word for “love” here is, “philadelphia.” It means “brotherly love, fraternal 

affection.” 

 What does this look like, practically? How do we live this out? 

 Have you ever felt a strong bond to a group of people? Maybe you played a 

sport when you were a child. You were a member of a team. You struggled 

alongside these people. You all made individual sacrifices for a common goal. As 

you spent time with these people, week after week, you began to develop a bond 

with them. They were not related to you, but they became in a small sense, your 

brothers. 

 In a far greater way, when the church operates on a Biblical pattern, there 

will be a brotherly love between the members. You struggle alongside these people. 

You fight spiritual battles with these people. You pray, study, worship, and grow 

spiritually with these people. You all make individual sacrifices toward a common 

goal. 

 In a Biblical church body, a bond will develop. A bond of brotherly love. 

These people are your brothers and sisters. These Christians are your spiritual 

family. 

 This applies to Christians all around the globe: there should be a common, 

brotherly love between all Christians, but this applies specifically to the local 



church body. There should be a deep brotherly love that exists between christians 

in a local body. “Love as brethren.” 

 An unknown author wrote the following: “Providence does not ask us whom 

we would like to be our brethren— that is settled for us; but we are bidden to love 

them . . . remember that true love does not necessarily originate in the emotions, 

but in the will; it consists not in feeling but in doing; not in sentiment, but in 

action; not in soft words, but in nobel and unselfish deeds.”  2

 Next, Peter instructs us to “be pitiful” (v. 8). That simply means to be tender-

hearted. Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines pitiful as “having a heart to feel sorrow 

and sympathy for the distressed.”  

 This instruction to be pitiful, to be tender-hearted, is directed out, not in. It is 

a command to be sensitive to the needs and feelings of others. To be concerned 

about the well-being of others. To have a tender-heart despite any wrong that may 

have been done to you. To refuse to become cold, distant, disinterested, or 

calloused to the needs of others within the body of Christ. We must be carefully 

guard against self-pity and cultivate a tender heart toward others. 

 This instruction to be pitiful is very closely related to the earlier instruction 

to be compassionate.  Sometimes it is difficult to know exactly how we can comply 

with these instructions. They call us to action, but not specific action. These two 

instructions really deal with our attitudes toward each other. 

 This quote was found in the Believer’s Bible Commentary, page 2269.2



 We cannot afford to be emotionally distant or or disinterested in each other. 

We are members of a body, knit together by Christ. We need to care for one 

another, cultivate compassion and pity one for another. “Be pitiful.” 

 Peter continues at the end of verse 8 by instructing us to “be courteous” (v. 

8). Some other translations say: “a humble mind.” I looked up the Greek word and 

in the definition Strong’s gives it says, “friendly of mind.”  

 What an appropriate instruction for the Christian! We ought to have humility 

in our thoughts. We ought to be friendly. Thinking of others first. Saying and doing 

that which is kind. 

 Courtesy is not self serving. Rather, it looks earnestly for opportunities to 

serve others. It is appreciative for any kindness received. It is not rude, or course, 

or vulgar.  

 Consider how much damage we do to the testimony of Jesus Christ when we 

fail to show common courtesy. Whether it is within the body of Christ, or out in the 

world where we live as strangers and pilgrims, the Christian should be courteous. 

 Peter goes on giving instruction in verse 9: “Not rendering evil for evil, or 

railing for railing”  (v. 9).  

  There is a popular saying, “An eye for an eye makes the whole world 

blind.” That’s not strictly true. An eye for an eye should only make two people half 

blind.  



 But that’s not how human nature works. If someone hurts me, I want to hurt 

them back. I want to make them pay, but I don’t want to make them pay in kind.  I 

want to make them pay more. I want to hurt them worse than they hurt me. I want 

them to rue the day they first heard my name. This attitude of bickering and 

fighting, and always raising the bar in retaliation destroys human relationships. 

 The Christian is under clear command to not render evil for evil or railing 

for railing.  Peter has already taught us back in chapter 2 that we should expect 

unjust suffering. Jesus Christ our Lord suffered unjustly. Is the servant greater than 

his Master? 

 In I Peter 2:22-25 Peter goes to great lengths to show us how we are to 

follow the example of Christ when we face unjust persecution. An attitude of 

revenge has no place in the Christian’s life. It is not our responsibility to avenge 

ourselves. It is not our responsibility to return evil for evil or railing for railing. 

 Romans 12:19, “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 

place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” 

 Vengeful infighting in a local church destroys the testimony of that body of 

believers. Vengeful Christians damage the testimony of Christ in the world. It is a 

great tragedy and it must be guarded against. 

 But some people take this too far. Some people take this to mean that a 

Christian should just accept whatever happens to them and never take any action. 



It’s like a form of extreme pacifism that affects every area and attitude of life. They 

might say or think, “God allowed this to happen so I can’t do anything about it.” 

 I want to be very clear here: There is nothing wrong with a Christian seeking 

justice. The world is full of sinful people who do terrible things. There are times 

when it is appropriate and needful for Christians to seek justice, but that justice 

cannot be a vengeful, vigilante style justice. 

 We must seek justice through the authority structures God has established 

and placed in our lives. This may be the government God has placed us under. This 

may, in some circumstances, be the authority of the local church body. There may 

be times when a child needs to appeal to the authority in a home, the parents, for 

justice. The point is that wrongs must be dealt with through the authority God has 

established. A Christian should never have an attitude of revenge. “Not rendering 

evil for evil or railing for railing.” 

 The end of verse 9 instructs us on how we should respond when evil is done 

against us: “But contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye 

should inherit a blessing” (v. 9). Instead of returning evil for evil or railing for 

railing, we should return a blessing for evil and a blessing for railing. 

 It’s not hard to return evil for evil. It’s not difficult to return railing for 

railing. This comes to us naturally. 

 Children do not need to be taught to be vengeful. We are born with these 

sinful responses. 



 What’s hard is blessing those who hurt us. Not just forgiving them. not just 

being passive toward them. but being actively good toward them. Blessing our 

enemies. 

 What a testimony to the grace of God in our lives when we are able to do 

this. It is only through the grace of God that any of us will be able to follow this 

command. 

 This passage reminds us that this is our calling. It is our calling to face 

unjust suffering. Jesus suffered unjustly. We will as well if we follow Him 

faithfully. 

 It is our calling to respond to this suffering with a blessing. Jesus returned 

evil with a blessing. He did good toward those who hurt Him. It is our calling to 

follow in His steps. 

 There is a blessing for us if we will do this. Verse 9 ends with the words, 

“That ye should inherit a blessing.” No one has ever been cheated or short-changed 

by God. If we follow this command, there are blessings that will follow. 

 The next few points of instruction will be drawn from verses 10 and 11 and 

the conclusion to this passage is in verse 12. As we have already noted, these 

verses are actually a quote from Psalm 34. I wanted to point this out again because 

there is a growing movement within evangelical Christianity to reject the Old 

Testament. 



 This is nothing new. These are not ground-breaking theological thoughts. If 

you study church history you will see this particular heresy has raised its head 

several times and gone by several different names, but it is gaining popularity once 

again. For different reasons, individuals and groups within the evangelical 

movement are rejecting the Old Testament. 

 The beautiful thing about our text this morning is that it shows so clearly 

that the God of the Old Testament is the same God of the New Testament. He is the 

same yesterday, today, and forever. God’s instruction for living a righteous life that 

He gave through the psalmist in Psalm 34 is repeated and affirmed here in I Peter 

3. There are no inconsistencies or contradictions in the teachings of the Old and 

New Testaments. As the Apostle Paul said in Romans 3:4, “Let God be true, but 

every man a liar.” 

 Peter continues his instruction for basic Christian conduct with the second 

part of verse 10: “Let him refrain his tongue from evil and his lips that they speak 

no guile” (v. 10). 

 Have you ever heard someone say, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, 

but words will never hurt me?” It’s a pithy statement.  It’s cute. It’s memorable. It 

rolls off the tongue. It communicates that you are not intimidated or dissuaded by 

someone’s words. But it’s not really true. 

 Words have tremendous power. The Bible warns us over and over and over 

again about our words. James 1:26 warns us, “If any man among you seem to be 



religious, and brideleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s 

religion is vain.” 

 Words have tremendous power. Those who will love life, Those who will see 

good days, They refrain their tongues from evil and their lips that they speak no 

guile. 

 Verse 11 instructs us to “eschew evil and do good” (v. 11). Eschew is an old 

word that means “to flee from; to shun; to avoid.” It is not only evil speech that 

must be avoided, but evil actions as well. All to often we eschew some evils yet 

entertain other evils.  

 Some evils have become acceptable in our society. I’m not talking about 

gross immorality. I’m talking about socially acceptable evils. 

 Greed is an evil we are comfortable with, even within the church. 

 Idolatry is an evil we are comfortable with. For some, our idols are 

celebrities.  

 For others, our idols are certain possessions: a car or house or a fat bank 

account.  

 Or maybe we worship ourselves. We create little online shrines and we are 

far more faithful to worship there than we are to gather and worship with the 

church. 

 We have become comfortable as a society, even within the church, with 

idolatry.  



 Pride is a particularly sneaky, invasive, consuming evil we have become 

comfortable with. Gluttony is an evil we have grown comfortable with. We have 

had so much for so long that sometimes we do not even recognize gluttony as sin. 

 We could go on and on and on listing “socially acceptable evils.” 

 But notice that the Bible doesn’t give us a list here. It doesn’t say eschew 

these evils. Flee from these ones. Shun these. Avoid these. But these other evils, 

they are okay. You can live a little. Indulge in these simple sinful comforts. Let’s 

not make the road overly narrow. 

 No! We are to eschew evil. All evil.  We need to pray and say, “Lord, soften 

my heart. Show me areas of my life that are not pleasing to you. Show me evils 

that I have become comfortable with. Evils that I have accepted. Help me root 

them out of my life.” 

 But this instruction has two parts. Not only are we to eschew evil, but we are 

also called to do good. When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden they ate the fruit 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. So often we are willing to 

acknowledge that God decides what is evil and submit to that, but we still want to 

decide for ourselves what is good. 

 We would never say it that way. We would never write that down in a 

statement of faith, but so often that is how we live. 

 We accept that God gets to decide what is bad, at least generally. We are 

generally moral people.  We tend to stay away from the things God says are evil, at 



least the ones we consider “major evils.” But when it comes to deciding what is 

good we are less willing to give control back to God. 

 The Word of God is full of positive commands. Things God has told us to 

do. Positive actions God tells us to take because they are good. And we act like we 

are at a smorgasbord of obedience: “I’ll take this good thing, and I’ll take that good 

thing, and I’ll take just a little of that thing, because I know it is good for me, but I 

don’t like it very much. But all these other things I’ll just leave here for the next 

person.” 

 That’s bad enough, but (to continue the illustration), not only do we pick and 

choose from what God tells us is good, we bring other things in with us that we 

want to add to the menu: “Lord, have you thought about this? I think this is good. 

We should add this. And Lord, have you considered this other thing? This should 

be good. Let’s add this.” 

 What we are doing is saying, “God, I think you are doing a decent job here. 

You seem to have a good handle on what is bad, but I think I can do better deciding 

what is good for myself.” 

 This is nothing more, and nothing less, than idolatry. We still want to be like 

God and decide for ourselves what is good and what is evil. We must be willing to 

submit to God’s authority. We must be wiling to say in our hearts, “God is God and 

I am not. God gets to decide what is good and what is evil. And I am willing, 

through the Holy Spirit working within me, to submit to what God says.” 



 This isn’t extraordinary Christianity.  This isn’t super sanctification.  This is 

basic Christian conduct. “Eschew evil and do good.” 

 Peter’s final instruction is at the end of verse 11: “Let him seek peace, and 

ensue it” (v. 11). This applies generally to Christianity as a whole. Christianity 

should be a movement characterized by peace. We should accept peace when it is 

offered. When peace is not offered we should seek peace. We should actively 

pursue peace. 

 There seems to be a growing trend, especially in some conservative circles, 

of a quietly militant Christianity.  

 This should not be the case. This should never be the case. Christianity is not 

a militant movement. We are not out to conquer the world with the sword. 

 Jesus Christ has already won the battle. One day He will come back and 

claim what He has already won.  He will carry the only sword that will ever need 

to be carried. 

 Our job is to occupy until He returns and tell others the good news: When 

Jesus Christ returns, we can be on His side. We were bound in sin unto death, 

deserving only the wrath of God, but if we cry out to God for salvation, He will 

deliver us from sin. He will adopt us as His sons and daughters. We will spend 

eternity with Him. 

 Any form of militant Christianity has lost sight of the big picture.  We are 

not called to fight. We are instructed to be a peaceful people. 



 This also applies to individual Christians and our interactions with each 

other. Our desire within relationships should be peace. We should not be those who 

fan the flames of contention. We are instructed to seek peace, to actively pursue 

after peace. “Let him seek peace, and ensue it.” 

 From verses 8-11 we have looked at 10 points of instruction on basic 

Christian conduct. Why are these instructions given to us? Look at verse 12: 

III. Peter’s Reason  

 There are blessings for following these instructions. “For the eyes of the 

Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers.” The eyes of 

the Lord are everywhere and God hears the prayers of all His people, but verse 12 

tells us that God’s eyes are particularly over the righteous. God’s ears are 

particularly open to the prayers of the righteous. What a blessing that follows as we 

obey God’s instructions. 

 There is also great danger in disregarding these instructions: “The face of the 

Lord is against them that do evil.” I believe that the primary application of this is 

for those who do evil against the righteous. Those who unjustly oppress God’s 

people. Those who reject God and His instruction and persist in their sin. God’s 

face is set against such people. 



 But the principle this verse teaches is applicable to all people. The Lord is 

against them that do evil. God opposes evil, wherever He finds it, even among His 

own people. Do not deal lightly with God. The instruction God gives in this 

passage is not there for us only if we want it. This is instruction for basic Christian 

conduct.  If we obey, there are great blessings that will follow, but God’s face is set 

against those who do evil. 

 From our text this morning we have looked at 10 points of instruction in 

basic Christian conduct. We were instructed to practice unity, compassion, 

brotherly love, pity, and courtesy. We were instructed to avoid revenge, but rather 

to bless those who did evil to us. We were instructed to refrain our tongues from 

evil, to flee from evil, to do good, and to pursue peace. These are not instructions 

for the super spiritual or specially sanctified. This is instruction on basic Christian 

conduct. By the grace of God, this is how we should strive to live.


