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The Grow in Grace Newsletter is a WEEKLY Bible Study, plus local church
news notes— designed first and foremost for members and those attending
services at Southside Church; and is sent forth with the desire to aid one
and all, (including friends far and wide), in the experience of 2 Peter 3:18.
”But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our LORD and Savior
JESUS CHRIST. To Him be glory both now and forever. Amen.”

THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS!
In Matthew 12:38-40, the Holy Spirit moved
Matthew to record a prophecy in which Jesus spoke of the three
days and three nights that Jonah spent in the stomach of a great
fish. (Jonah 1:17) Jesus explained the prophetic symbolism of this
unique event on an occasion when He rebuked the Pharisees for
seeking a "sign" from Him. By a "sign," they meant a miracle
that would validate Jesus' claim to be the Messiah.
Jesus told them that the only "sign" they would be given
would be the sign of Jonah: — "for just as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”
SO, JESUS plainly states that He will spend three days and
three nights in the tomb before His resurrection will
occur. This prophecy, like all Messianic prophecies, had to be
fulfilled in the life of Jesus if He truly was the Messiah of God.
Jesus emphasized this point Himself after His resurrection when
He told His disciples, "All things which are written about Me in
the law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled" (Luke 24:44).
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But was the prophecy of Jonah really fulfilled in the burial
experience of Jesus? According to the traditionally accepted
chronology of events, it was not!
The traditional chronology places the crucifixion on Friday
morning and the burial on late Friday afternoon. It fixes the
resurrection on Sunday morning. Therefore, according to the
traditional view, the body of Jesus was in the tomb only one full
day (Saturday) and two full nights (Friday and Saturday).
HOWEVER, Jesus said His body would be in the tomb
three days and three nights. Jesus said all Messianic
prophecy had to be fulfilled in Him.
Note: The Triune God, who changes not, (Father/Son/Holy Spirit)
authored the Bible via the Holy Spirit. He revealed the God's
requirement as to the time required for A DAY. He first stated this
truth in Genesis 1:5 ("And the evening and the morning were the
first day.")
The Source of the Problem is rooted in Mark 15:42 where it
says that the crucifixion took place on "the day of preparation
before the Sabbath." Thus, many assume that the crucifixion
took place on a Friday since the Jewish Sabbath is Saturday.
What many have failed to recognize is that the first day after
Passover (15 Nisan) is a feast day, or "high day" because it is the
beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. AND it is
therefore considered to be a Sabbath, regardless of
which day of the week on which it falls.
In Numbers 28:16-18, verse 18 states that the first day after
Passover, Nisan 15, is to be observed as “holy convocation”
during which no work is to be done— a rest, a Sabbath; and so it
has been throughout Jewish history to this day.
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Interestingly, the Gospel of John makes it clear that the
Sabbath after the crucifixion was not a regular Sabbath.
Rather, it was a feast day Sabbath, marking the beginning of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. John 19:31— "The Jews, therefore,
because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies should
not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was
a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and
that they might be taken away."
The point of all this is that Jesus did not have to be killed on a
Friday in order for His crucifixion to precede the Sabbath
because usually there would have been two Sabbaths during the
week of Passover... and there was the year that Jesus was
crucified, just as John 19:31 is letting us know.
For example, in 31AD, the 14th of Nisan, (the Passover day
on which Jesus would have been crucified), fell on Wednesday,
April 25th. The next day, Thursday, would have been the high
feast day, and therefore it would have been a Sabbath.
Thus, if Jesus was crucified in the year 31, He would have
been crucified on Wednesday and buried that evening before the
high feast day Sabbath began. His body would have remained in
the tomb for three days (Thursday, Friday and Saturday) and
three nights (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday), just as He
predicted. Thus, His resurrection would have taken place on
Saturday
evening.
MOREOVER, in Mark 15:47, we are told that Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of James remained at the tomb after Jesus
had been buried.
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In Mark 16:1 it says that the two of them bought spices to
anoint the body of Jesus after the Sabbath was over.
But in Luke 23:56 it says they bought the spices before the
Sabbath and then rested on the Sabbath before proceeding to
the tomb on Sunday morning.
REALITY: After resting on the High Day Sabbath on
Thursday, the ladies bought the spices on Friday, and then
rested again on the regular weekly Sabbath on Saturday
before proceeding to the tomb on Sunday morning.
This explains how they could have bought the spices both
before and after the Sabbath. They bought them after the
high Sabbath on Thursday but before the regular Sabbath on
Saturday.
THE LORD’S SUPPER / LAST SUPPER / WITH HIS DISCIPLES;
A Summary of the Order of Events:
1. Jesus and His disciples ate the Passover meal, INSTITUTING
THE LORD’S SUPPER, on a Tuesday evening, one day early, in the
Upper Room on Mount Zion.
2. Afterwards, Jesus and His disciples departed the Upper Room
and walked to the Garden of Gethsemane in the Kidron Valley
between the Old City and the Mount of Olives.
3. Jesus was betrayed and arrested early Tuesday evening. His
various trials lasted throughout Tuesday night and early
Wednesday morning.
4. Jesus was crucified at about 9:00 am on Wednesday morning
(April 25th). At noon, darkness filled the land. At about 3:00 pm
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Jesus died. Jesus was crucified on the day of preparation for the
Passover.
AMAZINGLY, He died at three o'clock in the afternoon at
the precise moment that the Passover lambs were being
slaughtered for the Passover meal that evening!
5. Jesus was buried on Wednesday about sunset.
6. The two Marys waited until after the high Sabbath on
Thursday to purchase the spices for the anointing of Jesus' body.
7. They bought the spices on Friday and then rested again
during the regular Sabbath on Saturday before returning to
the tomb on Sunday morning.
8. The resurrection of Jesus occurred on Saturday evening,
72 hours after His burial. The resurrection was discovered on
Sunday morning when the women returned to the tomb; and
were told by the angel:
“He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said [He
would]. Come! See the place where He was lying!”
(Matthew 28:6)
What Difference Does It Make?
Prophecy and its fulfillment validate Jesus as who He said He was
- namely, God in the flesh.
Prophecy and its fulfillment also validate the Bible as the
inspired Word of God.
Prophecy must be fulfilled precisely, not approximately.
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MOREOVER, the precise fulfillment of prophecy regarding the
First Coming of Jesus is our assurance that all the prophecies
regarding His Second Coming will also be fulfilled completely to
the last detail.
God will not forget or overlook anything. He is true to His Word.
God keeps His promises. Hallelujah!
(The above portion of this article is edited from: (Edited from “A Bible Prophecy Problem Concerning the
Resurrection!” By Dr. David R. Reagan

***************************************
Grace to one and all!
www.southsidegallatin.org

James

Bell

//

SOUTHSIDE NEWS NOTES:
MONDAYS: Jail Ministry— First and Second Monday of each
month at 7:30pm. Questions? Call the church office at 615-4525951
TUESDAYS: Come and sing every Tuesday night at Gallatin
Health Care Nursing Home. Meet at the front door at 5:15PM.
WEDNESDAYS:  6:30pm— Children Ministry/activities; 
6:30pm— Youth Activities and Bible Study— (Enter via double
doors by gym)
 6:30pm— Wednesday CHURCH PRAYER SERVICE… (Enter
via IRON STEPS; or double doors by gym)
*** LADIES BIBLE STUDY— Next meeting scheduled for
Tuesday, March 27 @ 11:00am; LUKE 13:1ff. ENTER at the
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back of the church building, through double doors, under the
Drive Thru Awning. [Doors open at 10:30am… The doors are relocked at 11:10am]
*** MEN: EVERY SATURDAY MORNING @ 8am: Men’s
Fellowship/Bible Study! (STUDY: THE EPISTLE OF JAMES!)
ENTER AT THE back of Church building… under the drive-thru
awning. FELLOWSHIP, Juice, coffee, Hardee’s biscuits, &
Donuts WAITING, starting at 7:30am!

***
WATCH and SHARE the Preaching of the Word of God!
http://www.southsidegallatin.org/Listen_to_other_sermons_on_ser
monaudio/

*****************************************************************

SUNDAY SERVICES: *** March 25— [4th Sunday]
9:30am— Sunday School
10:45am— Worship Service
6:00pm- 7:00pm— Family Integrated EQUIPPING Night!
Meet in Auditorium, come in FRONT DOORS! (Doors will open at
5:30pm, 3/25/18)
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1. FAMILY INTEGRATED, that is, it
is
for
the
WHOLE
family—
Grandparents,
Parents,
Teens,
Children. (Infant & Toddler Nursery
available)

2. All grandparents and parents
have FAMILIES in your world who
need
help,
counseling,
advice,
mentoring— THESE 4TH Sunday
Evenings will help you with your own
children and grandchildren… as well as
EMPOWERING you for ministry to your
neighbors!
3. Tedd Tripp’s SHEPHERDING a Child’s Heart, 12 session
series.

4. Arrive and be IN YOUR SEATS by 5:55pm…
Session will start at 6:00pm sharp.
Sessions will last approximately one hour.
***************************
APRIL 1st
RESURRECTION SUNDAY!
9:30am— Sunday School… regular classes
10:45am— Worship Service and the LORD’S SUPPER!
NOON— MONTHLY ‘COVERED DISH’ MEAL!
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NOTE: On this specific LORD’S DAY… Yes, the religious world
will have a big BROUHAHA, (nowhere found in the New
Testament), in order to build attendance.
BY GRACE and in love to the LORD JESUS CHRIST, LET US
SET ASIDE THE ENTIRE DAY
1. FOR the study of God’s Word!
2. FOR Worship, coming to the LORD’S TABLE! NOTE: INVITE
and BRING family and friends— not to a religious show but to
BEHOLD and worship THE LAMB OF GOD!
3. FOR the Family of God, as we share a meal and encourage
one another.
4. FOR rest and gospel good deeds.
5. FOR expressing supreme LOVE for our Elder Brother!'
In the days of bloody Mary and the Scottish Covenanteers, the story is
told of a Scottish las who was on her way to church services one morning
when she was apprehended by a Romanish soldier. The soldier
demanded, “Where are you going?” It was a matter of life or death how
she answered. She wisely replied, “I am on my way to my Father's
house. Our Elder Brother died. Today they are reading His last
will and testament; and I have an interest in it.” WHAT IS YOUR
INTEREST in the Lamb of God?

